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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

(DEMOCRACY) (WALES) ACT 2013

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3 - Arrangements for local government

Section 27 – Review of preserved counties

32. This section provides that the Commission may conduct a review of a preserved county
or counties. In doing so, the Commission may recommend changes to the area of the
preserved county as it deems appropriate. The Commission when considering whether
changes to the area of the preserved county may be appropriate are required to have
regard to the purposes for which the preserved counties are retained.

33. Preserved counties are not local authorities but are areas, largely based on the pre-1996
Welsh county authority areas, which are used for certain administrative purposes e.g.
Lord Lieutenancies. Changes to local government areas may result in the need to review
and change preserved county areas in the interests of administrative efficiency.
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