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Well-being of Future
Generations (Wales) Act 2015

2015 anaw 2

PART 4

PUBLIC SERVICES BOARDS

CHAPTER 2

IMPROVING LOCAL WELL-BEING
Local well-being plans

39 Local well-being plans

(1) A public services board must prepare and publish a plan (a “local well-being plan™)
setting out its local objectives and the steps it proposes to take to meet them.

(2) The plan may include objectives—
(a) that are also well-being objectives published under Part 2 by a member of the
board;
(b) that are to be met by the taking of steps—
(i) by one or more members of the board, invited participants or other
partners acting individually, or
(i1) any combination of members, invited participants or other partners
acting jointly.

(3) But a plan may include an objective which is to be met by steps which are to be
taken by an invited participant or other partner (whether individually or jointly in any
combination of members, invited participants or other partners) only if the board has
obtained the agreement of that invited participant or other partner, as the case may be.
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(4) In setting its well-being objectives a board must take into account the Commissioner’s
report under section 23.

(5) A local well-being plan must include a statement—

(a) explaining why the board considers that meeting the local objectives will
contribute within the area to achieving the well-being goals;

(b) explaining how the objectives and any proposed steps have been set with
regard to any matters mentioned in the most recent assessment of well-being
published under section 37;

(c) specifying the periods of time within which the board expects to meet the
objectives;

(d) explaining how any proposed steps are to be taken in accordance with the
sustainable development principle;

(e) if the plan includes objectives referred to in subsection (2)(b), specifying the
proposed steps to be taken to meet those objectives and, in the case of steps
to be taken by a combination of members of the board, invited participants or
other partners, the persons making up the combination;

(f) if the plan is not the first plan published by the board, specifying the steps
taken to meet the objectives set out in the board’s previous plan and specifying
the extent to which those objectives have been met;

(g) providing such other information as the board considers appropriate.

(6) Each board must publish its first local well-being plan no later than one year after the
date on which the next ordinary election under section 26 of the Local Government
Act 1972 (c. 70) following the commencement of this section is held.

(7) Subsequently, each board must publish a local well-being plan no later than one year
after the date on which each subsequent ordinary election under that section is held.

(8) Each board must send a copy of its plan to—

(a) the Welsh Ministers;

(b) the Commissioner;

(c) the Auditor General for Wales;

(d) the local authority’s overview and scrutiny committee.

40 Local well-being plans: role of community councils

(1) A community council must take all reasonable steps in its area towards meeting the
local objectives included in the local well-being plan that has effect in its area.

(2) But a community council is subject to the duty under subsection (1) only if, for each of
the preceding three financial years prior to the local well-being plan for its area being
published, either its gross income or its gross expenditure was at least £200,000.

(3) The Welsh Ministers may, by regulations, amend the criteria specified in subsection (2)
for determining whether a community council is subject to the duty under
subsection (1); and the regulations may reflect provision made about community
councils in regulations under section 39 of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (c.23).

(4) Before making regulations under subsection (3), the Welsh Ministers must consult—
(a) the Commissioner;
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(b) the community councils that would become subject to the duty under
subsection (1) if the regulations were made;

(c) such other persons as the Welsh Ministers consider appropriate.

(5) A community council must publish, in respect of each financial year in which it was
subject to the duty under subsection (1), a report of the progress it has made in its area
in meeting the local objectives included in the local well-being plan that has effect
in its area.

(6) A report under subsection (5) must be published as soon as reasonably practicable
following the end of the financial year to which the report relates.

(7) The Welsh Ministers must issue guidance to community councils that are subject to
the duty under subsection (1) about the exercise of the duty.

(8) In carrying out the duty under subsection (1), a community council must take such
guidance into account.

Preparation of local well-being plans: information about activities of others

(1) In preparing its local well-being plan (and before consulting under section 43), a public
services board may require any person mentioned in subsection (2) to provide the
board with information about any action it takes that may contribute within the board’s
area to achieving the well-being goals.

(2) The persons are—

(a) the persons invited to participate in the activities of the board, except the
Welsh Ministers (see section 30);

(b) the board’s other partners (see section 32).

(3) But a person mentioned in subsection (2) is not required to provide information to a
public services board—

(a) ifthe person considers that doing so would—
(1) be incompatible with the person’s duties, or

(ii) otherwise have an adverse effect on the exercise of the person’s
functions, or

(b) if the person is prohibited from providing it by virtue of an enactment or any
other rule of law.

(4) Where a person mentioned in subsection (2) decides, in reliance on subsection (3)(a),
that it is not required to provide information to a public services board, it must provide
the board with written reasons for its decision.

Preparation of local well-being plans: Commissioner’s advice

(1) In preparing its local well-being plan (and before consulting under section 43), a public
services board must seek the advice of the Commissioner on how to take steps to
meet the local objectives to be included in the plan in accordance with the sustainable
development principle.

(2) The Commissioner must give the advice—
(a) in writing, and
(b) no later than 14 weeks after it is sought.
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(3) Each board must publish the Commissioner’s advice at the same time as it publishes
the local well-being plan.

Preparation of local well-being plans: further consultation and approval

(1) Before publishing its local well-being plan, a public services board must consult—

(a) the Commissioner (having received advice from the Commissioner under
section 42(2));

(b) its invited participants;
(c) its other partners;

(d) such of the persons who received but did not accept an invitation from the
board under section 30 as the board considers appropriate;

(e) the local authority’s overview and scrutiny committee;

(f) any relevant voluntary organisation as the board considers appropriate;
(g) representatives of persons resident in its area;

(h) representatives of persons carrying on business in its area;

(i) trade unions representing workers in its area;

(j) such persons with an interest in the maintenance and enhancement of natural
resources in the board’s area, as the board considers appropriate;

(k) any other persons who, in the opinion of the board, are interested in the
improvement of the area’s economic, social, environmental and cultural well-
being.

(2) As part of the consultation under subsection (1), each board must provide each
consultee with a draft local well-being plan.

(3) The consultation under subsection (1) must not end until at least 12 weeks have passed
since the day on which it began.

(4) Before publishing its local well-being plan, a public services board must hold a
meeting at which each member confirms its approval of the plan for publication.

(5) If the local authority is operating executive arrangements under Part 2 of the Local
Government Act 2000 (c.22), the function of approving the local well-being plan
for publication may not be exercised by an executive of the authority under those
arrangements; nor does section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70)
(discharge of functions by committees etc.) apply to that function.

(6) In the case of each Local Health Board, each Welsh fire and rescue authority and the
Natural Resources Body for Wales, the function of approving the local well-being plan
for publication may only be exercised at a meeting of the body in question.

Review of local well-being plans

(1) A public services board may—
(a) review and revise its local objectives;

(b) review and amend its local well-being plan (and must amend its plan if it has
revised its local objectives).

(2) Each board—
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(a) must review its local objectives or local well-being plan if directed to do so
by the Welsh Ministers, and

(b) may revise its objectives or amend its plan in consequence of such a review.

(3) When giving a direction under subsection (2)(a) the Welsh Ministers must publish a
statement containing their reasons for giving it.

(4) Before making an amendment to its plan, each board must consult—
(a) the Commissioner;
(b) the persons mentioned in section 43(1).

(5) An amended plan must be published as soon as reasonably practicable.

(6) A board must send a copy of its amended plan to—
(a) the Welsh Ministers;
(b) the Commissioner;
(c) the Auditor General for Wales;
(d) the local authority’s overview and scrutiny committee.

Annual progress reports

(1) A public services board must prepare and publish a report—
(a) no later than 14 months after the publication of its local well-being plan, and

(b) subsequently no later than one year after the publication of each previous
report under this section.

(2) But no report is required under subsection (1)(b) if a local well-being plan is to
be published by virtue of section 39(7) (publication of new local well-being plan
following election) no later than one year after the publication of the previous report
under this section.

(3) A report under this section must specify the steps taken since the publication of the
board’s most recent local well-being plan to meet the objectives set out in the plan.

(4) A report under this section may contain such other information as the board considers
appropriate.

(5) A board must send a copy of each report published under this section to—
(a) the Welsh Ministers;
(b) the Commissioner;

(c) the Auditor General for Wales;
(d) the local authority’s overview and scrutiny committee.



