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QUALIFICATIONS WALES ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 4: Priority Qualifications and Approval of Qualifications

Section 13: Duty to prepare list of priority qualifications

28. This section places a duty on Qualifications Wales and the Welsh Ministers to prepare a
list of qualifications that are a priority for Qualifications Wales. They may only include
a qualification in the list if the condition in subsection (2) is met in relation to the
qualification. It will be for Qualifications Wales and the Welsh Ministers to determine
together the sort of qualifications that are included in the list – but it might include,
for example, qualifications for which specific approval criteria have been developed to
meet the needs of learners in Wales – whether those be in relation to the curriculum in
Wales or, for example, to the requirements of employers in Wales. Those qualifications
will be listed on a published ‘priority qualifications list’ which may be amended from
time to time, providing both Qualifications Wales and the Welsh Ministers agree.
Qualifications may be listed either individually, or by reference to a description that
includes more than one qualification.

29. The functions of Qualifications Wales in relation to approving qualifications (which
are set out in Part 4) vary according to whether or not a qualification is on the list.

30. Subsection (6) introduces the terms ‘priority qualification’, ‘restricted priority
qualification’ and ‘unrestricted priority qualification’ – which are referred to in the
subsequent sections of the Act.
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