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QUALIFICATIONS WALES ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 4: Priority Qualifications and Approval of Qualifications

Section 22: Conditions of approval

53. Any approval by Qualifications Wales of a form of qualification is subject to a condition
requiring the form of qualification to be identified by an approval number in order for
it to be awarded as approved.  Qualifications Wales will give each form of qualification
it approves a unique reference number. The form of qualification is awarded as
approved only if awarded with that number in accordance with the condition.  This will
differentiate between the award of an approved form of qualification and the award of
any similar forms of qualification that are not approved.

54. This section also gives Qualifications Wales the discretion to apply further conditions
to its approval of forms of qualifications – either at the time that the qualifications
are approved, or later. The conditions of approval may, for example, relate to the
circumstances in which a qualification is awarded, or the persons to whom it is
awarded. For example, a condition may prevent the award of the approved form of
the qualification to learners under the age of 18. If Qualifications Wales changes the
conditions of approval after a qualification has been approved (or introduces new ones
that apply to an approved qualification) it has to give notice to the awarding body of
the change, the date it will come into effect and the reasons for the change. This is to
ensure, for example, that awarding bodies have a reasonable time in which to amend
their qualifications, if appropriate, to address the new conditions or to request that the
new conditions or variations are applied to them in a different way. In the event of a
failure to comply with the approval conditions, Qualifications Wales may exercise its
power to withdraw approval under section 27 or its powers of enforcement under Part
7 or its power to withdraw recognition under paragraph 19(2) of Schedule 3.
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