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QUALIFICATIONS WALES ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 4: Priority Qualifications and Approval of Qualifications

Section 15: Power to make arrangements for development of restricted priority
qualification

35. This section gives Qualifications Wales the power to enter into arrangements with an
awarding body for the body to develop a new form of a restricted priority qualification.
Qualifications Wales may wish to do this, if, for example, there is a need to address a
particular requirement of the curriculum in Wales – or if there is a gap in the market
in relation to employment skills that are important for Wales. Those arrangements are
with a view to its subsequent submission to Qualifications Wales for approval and
Qualifications Wales must apply its approval criteria under section 20. Qualifications
Wales must publish a scheme that sets out the procedure for making such arrangements
and the procedure must be open, fair and transparent. This is to ensure that there is
an open, fair and transparent competition to select the awarding body. Qualifications
Wales must exercise its functions in accordance with the scheme and may revise the
scheme from time to time. An awarding body need not be recognised in order to enter
into arrangements under this section (although it will need to be recognised in order to
apply for approval under section 16).

36. Qualifications Wales will be able to specify requirements (‘criteria’) for the form
of qualification that is to be developed. Qualifications Wales will also be able, if it
chooses, to make payments to the awarding body(ies) for the work that the awarding
body(ies) undertakes/undertake under these arrangements. Payment, however, need not
necessarily be required.
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