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QUALIFICATIONS WALES ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 4: Priority Qualifications and Approval of Qualifications

Section 17: Approval of a restricted priority qualification in the absence of
section 15 arrangements

38. This section provides an alternative course of action (to that set out in section 15) for
Qualifications Wales to decide whether or not to approve a form of a restricted priority
qualification.

39. Where Qualifications Wales opts not to follow the route of selecting an awarding
body to develop a restricted priority qualification under section 15, Qualifications
Wales may approve forms of the restricted qualification submitted to it by recognised
bodies. Qualifications Wales must publish a scheme about the making of applications
for approval to it under this section, and its consideration of those applications.
When Qualifications Wales receives an application to approve a restricted priority
qualification that has not been commissioned by it under section 15, Qualifications
Wales must consider the application in accordance with its scheme. The scheme must
set out an open, fair and transparent procedure. Again, this is to ensure a competitive
process, which meets those characteristics, to select the approved form(s) of the
qualification. Qualifications Wales may revise the scheme from time to time.

40. Qualifications Wales must apply its criteria published under section 20 in deciding
whether or not to approve a restricted priority qualification submitted to it. In addition,
any minimum requirements that the Welsh Ministers have specified under section 21
and which are relevant to this qualification, must be met before Qualifications Wales
may approve the form of the qualification. An approval under this section may only be
granted for a limited period (see section 23(1)).
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