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QUALIFICATIONS WALES ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 4: Priority Qualifications and Approval of Qualifications

Section 18: Approval of unrestricted priority qualifications

41. Where a qualification on the priority qualifications list is not restricted, any
appropriately recognised awarding body may submit a form of this qualification to
Qualifications Wales for approval.

42. This section places a duty on Qualifications Wales to consider whether to approve
forms of qualification which are on the priority qualifications list and in respect of
which an application for approval has been made. In considering an unrestricted priority
qualification for approval, Qualifications Wales must apply its criteria published under
section 20.

43. In making a decision to approve, or not approve, Qualifications Wales has to consider
whether any relevant minimum requirements specified by the Welsh Ministers (in
relation to knowledge, skills and understanding -see section 21) have been addressed
by any form of the qualification that Qualifications Wales intends to approve. If such
conditions have not been met, then Qualifications Wales must not approve that form of
the qualification. Approvals of unrestricted priority qualifications may be for a limited
or indefinite period, as specified by Qualifications Wales (see section 23(2)).
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