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QUALIFICATIONS WALES ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 4: Priority Qualifications and Approval of Qualifications

Section 19: Approval of qualifications that are not priority qualifications

44. This section gives Qualifications Wales the power to choose whether or not to consider
for approval forms of qualification that are not listed on the priority qualifications list. It
establishes a difference between applications for approval of forms of qualification on
the list (which Qualifications Wales must consider, or must consider in accordance with
its scheme (sections 16 – 18)) and applications for approval of forms of qualification
not on the list (which Qualifications Wales may consider).

45. Qualifications Wales must publish a scheme setting out the factors it is likely to take
into account in determining whether to consider applications for approval of forms of
non-priority qualifications. As a result, awarding bodies and other interested parties
will be aware of Qualifications Wales’s approach to the decision-making process and
decisions can be made in a transparent way.

46. If Qualifications Wales does decide to consider a form of a non-priority qualification
for approval, any minimum requirements that the Welsh Ministers have specified
(see section 21), and which are relevant to the qualification, must be met before
Qualifications Wales may approve the form of the qualification. Qualifications Wales
must apply its criteria (see section 20) in deciding whether to approve the form of the
qualification. Approvals of forms of a non-priority qualification may be limited or for
an indefinite period, as specified by Qualifications Wales (see section 23(2)).
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