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QUALIFICATIONS WALES ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 7: Enforcement

Section 37: Power to give directions

84. This section enables Qualification Wales to require an awarding body to take (or not
take) action, through issuing a written direction to that awarding body. A direction
could only be issued if Qualifications Wales judged that the awarding body had failed,
or was likely to fail, to comply with one or more conditions of recognition and/or one
or more conditions of approval, to which the awarding body is subject. Any actions
that Qualifications Wales requires (or prohibits) through the direction must be for the
purpose of ensuring that the awarding body complies with the condition.

85. Qualifications Wales must give notice to the awarding body if it intends to issue a
direction and it must provide the awarding body with the reasons for the proposed
direction and specify when it proposes to make the decision. This is so that the
awarding body can make representations before the decision is made and, if it does so,
Qualifications Wales must consider them. If, having considered any representations,
Qualifications Wales proceeds to issue a direction, it must do so in writing and the
awarding body must comply with it. If it does not comply, Qualifications Wales may
apply to the Court for a mandatory order.

86. This power to give directions would not preclude Qualifications Wales from seeking
to address any concerns regarding possible failures to comply with conditions through
discussions with awarding bodies.
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