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RENTING HOMES (WALES) ACT 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3 - Provisions Applying to All Occupation Contracts

Chapter 10 - Compensation

Section 87 – Compensation for failures relating to provision of written statements
etc.

255. This section sets out the other sections in the Act under which a landlord may become
liable to pay compensation to the contract-holder. If a landlord becomes liable under
any of those sections, section 87 applies for the purpose of calculating how much
compensation is to be paid.

256. The compensation that is payable for any particular day is equivalent to the amount of
rent that is payable under the contract for that day. A contract-holder may apply to the
court for an order increasing the amount of compensation, if they believe the landlord’s
failure to provide a written statement of the contract or a written statement relating to
a variation was intentional. The contract-holder can also apply for an increase if the
written statement of the contract was incomplete or incorrect. In such circumstances,
the court may increase the compensation to a maximum of double the original amount
payable in respect of any particular day.

Section 88 – Right of set off

257. This section provides a contract-holder with a right of ‘set-off’. Where this section is
incorporated as a term of the contract without modification, if a landlord is required to
pay a contract-holder compensation for failing to comply with a term of the contract
that requires a written statement of the contract, a written statement of variation
or information about the landlord to be provided (see list of relevant provisions in
section 87), the contract-holder may withhold rent to the value of the outstanding
compensation.
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