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RENTING HOMES (WALES) ACT 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3 - Provisions Applying to All Occupation Contracts

Chapter 8 - Dealing

Section 71 – Effect of unauthorised transfer

219. Generally, a landlord may seek possession against a contract-holder who transfers an
occupation contract other than in accordance with the contract, but this section provides
an exception to this. Where there is an unauthorised transfer and the landlord accepts
payments from the person to whom the contract is transferred for two months, knowing
that the transfer was not in accordance with the contract (or where the landlord should
have known that), the transfer will become binding on the landlord immediately after
that period. Where there are joint landlords and any one of them accepts payment from
the person as mentioned in this section, the transfer is binding on all joint landlords.
Where a transfer becomes binding on the landlord in this way, the rights and obligations
will be transferred immediately after the end of the two month period in the way
described in section 70, just as if there had been an authorised transfer.

220. This does not apply where the landlord takes steps to end the contract or brings eviction
proceedings within two months of the date on which the landlord started accepting
payments.
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