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REGULATION AND INSPECTION OF

SOCIAL CARE (WALES) ACT 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 4 – Social Care Workers

Section 79 - Meaning of “social care worker” etc.

126. Section 79 sets out those persons who are “social care workers” for the purposes of the
Act. The social care workers listed in subsection (1)(b) - (d) manage, or provide care
and support in connection with regulated services; therefore this section needs to be
read in conjunction with section 2. Persons not involved with the provision of care and
support but employed at places where care and support is provided will not be captured
by the definition; so persons who are employed as gardeners or electricians at a care
home, for example, would not be “social care workers”.

127. Subsection (2) of section 79 enables the Welsh Ministers by regulations to treat
other categories of person as social care workers for the purposes of this Act,
and subsection (3) lists those categories. These include persons such as responsible
individuals designated by service providers, student social workers, inspectors of care
services and persons who provide care and support in connection with care and support
services which are not “regulated services”. The regulations enable the Welsh Ministers
to designate categories within a particular description of persons listed in subsection (3)
to be treated as social care workers.
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