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ENVIRONMENT (WALES) ACT 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1 – Sustainable management of natural resources

Section 14 – Duty of public bodies to provide information or other assistance to
NRW

87. This section places a requirement on public bodies (see section 10) to provide NRW
with information or other assistance, in the exercise of its functions, for the purpose of
preparing and publishing a state of natural resources report (see section 8) and an area
statement (see section 11), where NRW has requested this information or assistance.

88. The duty to supply information to NRW under this section does not apply if the public
body is prohibited by law to from doing so, for example where access to information
is restricted such as where data protection or national security requirements apply or
where to provide information would contravene a right protected under human rights
law.

89. The duty to assist NRW under this section does not apply if providing the assistance is
incompatible with the body’s duties or would result in adverse effects on the exercise
of the body’s functions (subsection (2)). For example, NRW could not require a public
body which has charitable status to act in a manner which would be contrary to its
charitable status.

90. Subsection (3) provides that the Future Generations Commissioner for Wales
(established under the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015) is also
subject to the duty to provide information and/or assistance under subsections (1) and
(2), but only for the preparation and publication of the state of natural resources report
(see section 8). The duty does not apply if the Commissioner is prohibited by law from
providing the requested information, or if the Commissioner considers that providing
the assistance is incompatible with the Commissioner’s duties or would result in adverse
effects on the exercise the Commissioner’s functions.
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