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Local Government Act
(Northern Ireland) 1972

1972 CHAPTER 9

PART VIII

LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

116 Power to prosecute or defend.

Where a council considers it expedient for the promotion or protection of the
interests—

(a) of the council;
(b) of its district or of any part of its district;
(c) of the inhabitants of its district or of any part of its district;

it may prosecute or defend any legal proceedings.

117 Appearance in legal proceedings.

A council may authorise any officer of the council, either in respect of matters of
any class or in respect of any particular matter, to institute on its behalf proceedings
before any court of summary jurisdiction or to appear on its behalf before a court of
summary jurisdiction in any proceedings instituted by the council or on its behalf, and
any officer so authorised shall be entitled to conduct any such proceedings on behalf
of the council although he is not a practising solicitor.
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118 Name of council need not be proved.

(1) Subject to subsection (2), in any proceedings instituted by or against a council it shall
not be necessary to prove the corporate name of the council or the constitution or limits
of its district.

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) shall prejudice the right of a party to any such proceedings
to take or avail himself of any objection which he might have taken or availed himself
of if that subsection had not been passed.

119 Evidence of resolutions, etc.

Save as otherwise provided in any statutory provision, production of a copy of or of
any part of—

(a) any minute of a meeting of a council or of a committee of a council; or
(b) any resolution passed by a council or by a committee of a council; or
(c) any standing orders made by a council;

upon which is endorsed a certificate purporting to be signed by the clerk of the council
stating that—
(i) the copy of, or of part of, the minute of the meeting is a true copy; or

(ii) the resolution was passed at a specified meeting of the council or, as the case may
be, the committee, or was so passed as a special resolution; or

(iii) the standing orders were made in accordance with any statutory provision
applicable thereto;

shall be evidence of the facts stated in the certificate and that in the case of a resolution
passed by a committee, the committee had power to pass such a resolution, without
proof of the handwriting or official position of any person purporting to sign a certificate
in pursuance of this section.
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