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EXPLANATORY NOTES

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Commentary on Sections

Part 7: General

Section 71: The appointed day

219. This section provides that the appointed day, which is the day when the feudal system
is abolished and the main provisions of the Act come into effect, is to be fixed by the
Scottish Ministers by order. They must choose a day at least 6 months after the order
is made. The appointed day is to be either a Whitsunday (28 May) or a Martinmas
(28 November) because those are the dates on which feuduty is normally payable. It is
envisaged that the appointed day will be sufficiently long after the date when the Act
is passed to give people time to make any necessary arrangements to adapt to the new
law. For example, a former superior might wish to register a notice to convert a feudal
burden into a neighbour burden or a notice reserving the right to claim compensation in
respect of a development value burden. Time will obviously need to be allowed for this
to be done. It should, however, be noted that it is envisaged that the Title Conditions
(Scotland) Bill which is intended to be introduced by the Scottish Executive and which
will complement the terms of this Act will be commenced on the same appointed day.
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