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EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

Raising Standards

Section 6 – School development plans

16. Section 6 requires, as part of the improvement planning process, education authorities
to produce complementary documents additional to the annual statement of education
improvement objectives. These “school development plans”, give the detailed planning
in relation to each school as to how that school is to go about delivering the progress
aimed at in the annual statement of education improvement objectives. By virtue of
section 8(2)(a), preparation of the plan in respect of any school covered by a scheme
under that section is delegated to the headteacher.

17. Section 6(3) requires the development plan to include an account of what proposals
the headteacher has for consulting pupils at the school and involving them in decision
making concerning the everyday running of the school. This subsection does not
actually require consultation with the pupils or their involvement in decision making
concerning the running of the school, but only that any intentions or proposals to do
this are set out in the development plan.

18. The Scottish Ministers will determine the time-scales for the preparation of and
reporting on school development plans after consulting education authorities.
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