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ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

EXPLANATORY NOTES

The Act

Part 1

Codes of Conduct Etc.

Section 1 Code of conduct for councillors

4. This section requires Scottish Ministers to issue a code of conduct for councillors,
known as the “councillors’ code”. The code will set out principles and rules for
councillors’ conduct; it will also set out rules on the treatment of councillors’ interests.
Ministers will be able to invite representatives of local government to draft this code.
The code must be laid before and approved by the Scottish Parliament before it is
issued.  It will take effect from a date to be fixed by Ministers.  Ministers will be
able to subsequently revise the code, and will be able to invite representatives of local
government to assist with this. Any revised code would also need to be approved by
the Scottish Parliament before it is issued.
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