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HOUSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2001

EXPLANATORY NOTES

BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW

Part 1 – Homelessness and Allocation of Housing

Section 1: Homelessness strategies

5. This section requires every local authority, when required to do so by the Scottish
Ministers, to carry out an assessment of homelessness in its area and to prepare, and
submit to the Scottish Ministers, a strategy for preventing and alleviating homelessness
in its area. Subsections (2) and (3) allow Ministers to make requirements or give
guidance on various aspects of preparing assessments or strategies. Homelessness
strategies must state how the local authority is to comply with its equal opportunities
duties so far as relating to matters in the strategy. Subsection (6)provides for the revision
of the strategy, which may be undertaken by the local authority itself at an appropriate
time or, as the case may be, under direction from Ministers.
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