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PART 3

LEGAL AID

8 Criminal legal assistance: retrospective revision of fixed payments regulations

In section 33 of the 1986 Act, after subsection (3A) (prescription of fixed payments
for criminal legal assistance), there is inserted—

“(3AA) Regulations amending or replacing regulations made under subsection (3A)
above may, for the purpose specified in subsection (3AB) below, make
provision as to fixed payments in relation to criminal legal assistance provided
in relation to proceedings commenced before and continuing as at the date
of the making or coming into force of the amendment or replacement of the
regulations.

(3AB) The purpose referred to in subsection (3AA) above is that of ensuring that
persons to whom fixed payment criminal legal assistance is being provided
are not, by reason of the amount of the fixed payments payable in respect
of that criminal legal assistance under the regulations as they have effect
immediately before the coming into force of the amendment or replacement of
the regulations, deprived of the right to a fair trial.

(3AC) In subsection (3AB) above “fixed payment criminal legal assistance” and
“fixed payments” have respectively the meanings given by subsection (3E)
below;”.


