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PART 1

ACCESS RIGHTS

CHAPTER 5

LOCAL AUTHORITY FUNCTIONS: ACCESS AND OTHER RIGHTS

23 Ploughing etc.

(1) Where land is, in accordance with good husbandry, being ploughed or having its
surface otherwise disturbed and it is convenient to plough, or otherwise disturb the
surface of, a core path or a right of way which forms part of the land, nothing in this
Part of this Act prevents that path or, as the case may be, right of way from being
ploughed or from having its surface otherwise disturbed.

(2) The owner of land being a path or, as the case may be, right of way which has
been ploughed or which has had its surface otherwise disturbed in accordance with
subsection (1) above shall, however, within the period of 14 days beginning on the day
on which the path or, as the case may be, right of way is ploughed or has its surface
otherwise disturbed or such longer period as the local authority may allow, reinstate
the path or, as the case may be, right of way.

(3) An owner who fails to comply with subsection (2) above shall be guilty of an offence
and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

(4) If the owner fails to comply with subsection (2) above, the local authority may, after
giving the owner 14 days' notice of their intention to do so—

(a) take all necessary steps to reinstate the path or, as the case may be, right of
way; and

(b) recover from the owner their reasonable expenses in doing so.

(5) Nothing in this section prejudices any limitation or condition having effect otherwise.


