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WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

SERVICES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT – SECTION BY SECTION

Part 1 – Protection of the water environment

Section 3 – The water environment: definitions

22. This section defines various terms that are used in this Part of the Act. Subsection
(2) defines the water environment as all surface water, groundwater and wetlands.
Subsection (10) specifies a number of artificial systems that are not affected by this
Part. Some of the geographical limits of the definitions may (or must in the case of
transitional water) be identified by reference to maps which the Scottish Ministers must
deposit with SEPA (subsection (11)).

23. The cumulative effect of this section is that the water environment generally covers all
water and wetlands (other than the excluded water mentioned in subsection (10)) out
to 3 miles from the territorial sea base-line. Certain specific provisions of the Act (e.g.
section 8 on monitoring) confer functions in relation to the territorial sea beyond that
3-mile limit.
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