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CHARITIES AND TRUSTEE

INVESTMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON PARTS

Part 1: Charities

Chapter 2 – Scottish Charity Register

Charity names and status

19. Section 10 sets out the circumstances when a body’s (including SCIOs – see section 49)
name may be considered to be objectionable. These are to ensure that an applicant’s,
charity’s or proposed SCIO’s name is not too similar to that of another charity, likely
to mislead the public, give the impression (falsely) that the body is connected to the
Government, local authority etc., or is offensive.

20. Under section 11 a charity must inform OSCR at least 42 days before it wishes to change
its name, and unless OSCR directs the charity not to do so within 28 days, permission
is deemed to have been granted. OSCR may refuse to the change only if it considers the
proposed name falls within the circumstances describes in section 10 as objectionable.

21. If a charity considers that another charity has a name too similar to its own, it can ask
OSCR to review the names (section 12). If satisfied that there may be confusion, OSCR
must direct either or both of the charities to change its name and must remove from the
register a charity which refuses.
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