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LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON PARTS

Part 9 – Miscellaneous and General

Section 139 – Remote sales of alcohol

284. This section deals with situations where alcohol is delivered from a different place from
that in which the order for the alcohol is placed. Subsection (1) and (2) provide that
where the place of despatch is in Scotland, the sale is treated as having happened at that
place. For example, when alcohol is bought via mail order or a telephone call centre
and sent out for delivery from a separate warehouse, the sale is, for the purposes of
this Act, treated as having taken place at the warehouse and not the call centre. The
requirement for a premises licence would, therefore, applies to the warehouse rather
than the call centre.

285. Subsections (3) and (4) provide a power for the Scottish Ministers to provide for the
regulation of the converse scenario i.e. where the alcohol is ordered in Scotland but
delivered from a warehouse outside Scotland.
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