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WATER SERVICES ETC. (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: Provision of Water and Sewerage Services

Definitions for Part

Section 28: Meaning of “public water supply system”

182. A water services licence will authorise a provider to arrange for a supply of water to
be made to any eligible premises through the public water supply system. Section 28
defines what constitutes the public water supply system for the purposes of Part 2 of
the Act.

183. Subsection (1) defines the public water supply system as all mains, pipes, water
treatment works and other similar infrastructure vested in Scottish Water (i.e.
infrastructure for which Scottish Water is responsible), or used by Scottish Water (or a
person acting on its behalf or under its authority, such as a PFI contractor) in connection
with the exercise of Scottish Water’s core functions in respect of the public water
supply. (Scottish Water’s core functions are defined at section 70(2) of the Water
Industry (Scotland) Act 2002 and for all practical purposes the definition includes all
activities involved in providing statutory public water and sewerage services.)
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