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FIRE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT – SECTION BY SECTION

Part 2 – Fire and Rescue Services

Chapter 5 – Powers of employees and constables

Section 26 – Powers of constables in relation to fires

45. This section sets out the powers of constables to do whatever he or she reasonably thinks
necessary in the event that the constable reasonably believes a fire has broken out. It
replicates powers under the 1947 Act.

Section 27 – Powers of authorised employees in relation to obtaining information.

46. This section allows an authorised employee of a relevant authority to enter premises to
obtain information that is needed for the discharge of the core functions of fire fighting
(section 9), dealing with road traffic accidents (section 10) and specified emergencies
(section 11). Such entry must be at a reasonable time, cannot be forcible and 24 hours
notice must be given to the occupier of a private dwelling, but these safeguards may be
overridden if a warrant is obtained from a sheriff or justice of the peace.
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