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FIRE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT – SECTION BY SECTION

Part 3 – Fire Safety

Chapter 2 – Enforcement

Section 65 – Alterations notices

99. Where relevant premises pose a serious risk to relevant persons, or it is likely that
they would pose a serious risk to relevant persons in respect of harm caused by fire
if changes were made to the premises, the enforcing authority can issue an alterations
notice. The effect of the notice is to require the “appropriate person” (that is, the person
subject to requirements in respect of the premises in terms of section 53 or 54) to
notify the enforcing authority of their intentions prior to making any specified changes.
The alterations notice advises recipients that where they intend to make changes of a
type falling within subsection (5), and where the change or changes would constitute
a serious risk to relevant persons in respect of harm caused by fire, they must notify
the enforcing authority of the changes they intend to make. This enables the enforcing
authority to be alerted to any potential problems and allows an intervention before
changes are made which significantly increase the risk.

100. The issue of an alterations notice does not preclude the appropriate person from
undertaking the changes proposed. However, it requires them to notify the enforcing
authority in advance of the change or changes being made. Subsection (7) provides for
the withdrawal in writing of an alterations notice by the enforcing authority.
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