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EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Police

Chapter 1:  the Scottish Police Services Authority

The Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency

Section 19 – Disclosure of information by the Agency

40. This section provides that the Agency may disclose information to any person or
body for any of the "permitted purposes" set out in subsection (2)(a) to (e). Under
subsection (2)(f) the Scottish Ministers will be able to add to the list of disclosure
purposes by order. Subsection (3) disapplies any statutory or other restriction on the
disclosure of information, in respect of any disclosure made by the Agency for a
permitted purpose. However, this provision does not override any statutory restrictions
or obligation in legislation which is reserved within the meaning of the Scotland Act
1998. This means that information must be disclosed in accordance with the Data
Protection Act 1998 (and any other restrictions in other reserved legislation) insofar as
that legislation applies to the information.

41. Subsections (4) and (5) place restrictions on the onward disclosure of information that
has been disclosed by the Agency. In the case of information disclosed by the Agency
to a person or body, it provides that this information may only be passed on, with the
consent of the Agency, for a purpose connected with the functions of that person or
body, for the purpose for which the information was originally disclosed by the Agency,
or for any other of the permitted purposes listed in subsection (2).
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