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EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: Public Order Etc.

Chapter Three: Other Provisions

Fireworks

Section 76 – Possession of prohibited fireworks: powers of search and arrest

126. This section amends the Fireworks Act 2003 to give police powers of search, seizure
and arrest without warrant in relation to possession offences created by regulations
under that Act. Sections 3 and 5 of the 2003 Act enable regulations to make provision
prohibiting the possession of fireworks by persons of a specified age and provision
prohibiting the possession of fireworks of a specified description including by persons
of a specified description. At present, the Fireworks Regulations 2004 (2004/1836)
provide that subject to regulation 6 of those regulations no person under the age of
18 years shall possess an adult firework in a public place and no person shall possess
a firework classified as category 4 under Part 1 of BS 7114, which are generally the
largest and most powerful fireworks.

127. The new provision sets out the powers of a constable in relation to searching, detaining
or arresting a person when the constable has reasonable grounds to believe that the
person is committing an offence in relation to the possession of fireworks, as well as
powers of seizure.
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