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EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

Part 1: Electoral Administration

Personal identifiers

Section 24 Power to require existing absent voters to provide personal identifiers

48. This section sets out provisions for collecting personal identifier information from
existing absent voters and, in subsection (1), gives Scottish Ministers powers to make
regulations to enable registration officers to require existing absent voters to provide
a signature and date of birth. The regulations will set out the circumstances in which
this information will be required and the consequences for voters who refuse or fail to
comply with such a requirement.

49. Subsection (2) makes it clear that an existing absent voter is a person who was granted
an absent vote prior to the date the provisions in section 21 come into effect. Subsection
(3) provides that the details of the personal identifiers of such persons must be included
in the record kept under section 21.
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