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LOCAL ELECTORAL ADMINISTRATION

AND REGISTRATION SERVICES
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

Part 2: Registration Services

Marriages and civil partnerships: procedure

Section 49 Marriage procedure: miscellaneous amendments

122. This section changes the arrangements for the display of a list of people who have
submitted notice of their intention to marry. Until now, the list had to be displayed
conspicuously at the registration office where the parties had submitted notice to marry.
This was burdensome for a local registration authority with many registration offices,
each of which had to display the forthcoming marriages for the entire registration
district. Instead, it is now sufficient to display the list conspicuously at the main
registration office in the local registration authority area. In addition, however, the
district registrar is obliged to notify the intended marriage to the Registrar General,
who will maintain a list of all proposed marriages in Scotland and make it available
for public inspection, including on the GROS website. This will enable anyone with
internet access, potentially anywhere in the world, to learn of a proposed marriage in
Scotland and to offer a legal objection if they have good reason. Section 49 was brought
into force on 1st January 2007.
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