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SCOTTISH SCHOOLS (PARENTAL

INVOLVEMENT) ACT 2006

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Section 5 – Parent Forum and Parent Council

18. For the purposes of the Act the parents of pupils at a public school are to be known as the
“Parent Forum”. Parents may be represented by a “Parent Council” established by the
Parent Forum at that school. In general terms Parent Councils replace the arrangements
for parental representation by school boards established under the 1988 Act.

19. Education authorities are required to promote the establishment of a Parent Council
at each school, and thereafter to support the operation of such councils. Section 5(4)
qualifies these requirements in relation to those schools which decide to establish a
Combined Parent Council for two or more schools, rather than one council for each
school (see section 16).
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