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EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT – AN OVERVIEW

Part 1

Protection of Adults at Risk of Harm

Protection orders and visits: supplementary

Section 36 – Visits: supplementary provisions

55. This section sets out some supplementary provisions in relation to visits. Visits may
only be carried out at reasonable times and a council officer must state the purpose of
the visit and produce evidence of his or her authority to visit.

56. A council officer is permitted, while visiting, to examine the place and to bring with
them any other person or equipment that he or she requires in order to successfully
complete the visit. Council officers are not authorised to use force during their visit but
it does not prevent a constable with a suitable warrant for entry (see section 37) from
using force. However, subsection (5) makes it clear that a person who refuses entry to
a council officer, or any person accompanying a council officer, for a visit without a
warrant, does not commit an offence under section 49(1).
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