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EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

Part 3: Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries

Salmon and freshwater fisheries

Section 21 – Prohibition against using pike gags and certain keepnets

54. Section 21 inserts section 5A into the 2003 Act. Section 5A(1) makes it an offence for
a person to use a pike gag in relation to fishing for or taking fish. The term “pike gag”
is defined in section 5A(4). A person found guilty of such an offence is liable to a fine
not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale, which currently equates to a maximum fine
of £1,000.

55. Section 5A(2) makes it an offence for a person to use a keep net the mesh of which is
either knotted or made of metallic material. A person found guilty of such an offence
is liable to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale, which currently equates
to a maximum fine of £1,000.

56. Section 5A(3) provides that a person who attempts to commit, or takes steps preparatory
to the commission of an offence, under section 5A(1) or (2) is guilty of an offence.
A person found guilty of such an offence is liable to a fine not exceeding level 3
on the standard scale, which currently equates to a maximum fine of £1,000. This
section, the effect of which is to prohibit the use of certain products, has been notified
to the European Commission in accordance with Directive 98/34/EC, as amended by
Directive 98/48/EC.
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