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EXPLANATORY NOTES

INTRODUCTION

Part 3 – Penalties

Sentencing powers

Section 49: Compensation orders

272. This section amends section 249 of the 1995 Act. That section prescribes and limits the
circumstances in which a court can impose a compensation order on an offender. The
purpose of the amendment is to extend the power of the court to impose compensation
orders.

273. This section is also relevant to the operation of the new alternative to prosecution
introduced in section 50 of this Act – the compensation offer – as prosecutors are
empowered to issue compensation offers in circumstances where a court could, on
conviction, impose a compensation order.

274. The introduction of section 249(1)(b) of the 1995 Act permits compensation to be
ordered by a court, or offered by a prosecutor, in circumstances where alarm or distress
have been caused directly by the actions complained of. Currently, section 249(1) limits
compensation orders to circumstances where personal injury, loss or damage is caused
either directly or indirectly.
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