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JUDICIARY AND COURTS

(SCOTLAND) ACT 2008

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

Part 3 – the Courts

Sheriff Courts

Section 54 – Residence and leave of absence of sheriffs principal

105. Section 13 of the 1971 Act gives the Scottish Ministers functions in relation to
residence and leave of absence of sheriffs principal. In line with the Lord President’s
responsibilities in section 2(2)(a), this section amends section 13 of the 1971 Act to give
that role to the Lord President. Subsection (3) of section 54 amends section 13(2) to
clarify that the reference to seven weeks leave in that section is intended to be holiday
leave. Subsection (4) adds a new subsection (3) to section 13 to clarify that any other
leave should be approved by the Lord President. This would cover, for example, study
leave and attendance at conferences.
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