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FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT – SECTION BY SECTION

Part 3 – Flood Risk Assessment, Maps and Plans

Section 19 - SEPA to prepare maps of artificial structures and natural features

61. This section requires SEPA to prepare maps showing artificial structures and natural
features that, if removed, would significantly increase the risk of flooding from a body
of surface water. Section 55 applies the definition of “body of surface water” from the
2003 Act, which includes rivers, canals, lochs and the sea. SEPA is responsible for
determining whether the removal of a structure or feature could significantly increase
flood risk but in doing so it must consult relevant local authorities.

62. Maps have to show whether structures or features were constructed by local authorities
under the 1961 Act or under Part 4 of the Act. They must also include other information
specified by the Scottish Ministers in regulations. Maps must be prepared at the
appropriate scale (as defined in section 55) and in a form specified in regulations made
by the Scottish Ministers.

63. The first maps must be prepared by a date set by the Scottish Ministers and must then be
reviewed by SEPA from time to time and updated where appropriate. They must also be
made available for public inspection. This requirement should be read with section 53.
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