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Community payback orders

14 Community payback orders

(1) After section 227 of the 1995 Act insert—

“Community payback orders

227A Community payback orders

(1) Where a person (the “offender”) is convicted of an offence punishable by
imprisonment, the court may, instead of imposing a sentence of imprisonment,
impose a community payback order on the offender.

(2) A community payback order is an order imposing one or more of the following
requirements—

(a) an offender supervision requirement,
(b) a compensation requirement,
(c) an unpaid work or other activity requirement,
(d) a programme requirement,
(e) a residence requirement,
(f) a mental health treatment requirement,
(g) a drug treatment requirement,
(h) an alcohol treatment requirement,
(i) a conduct requirement.

(3) Subsection (4) applies where—
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(a) a person (the “offender”) is convicted of an offence punishable by a
fine (whether or not it is also punishable by imprisonment), and

(b) where the offence is also punishable by imprisonment, the court
decides not to impose—

(i) a sentence of imprisonment, or
(ii) a community payback order under subsection (1) instead of

a sentence of imprisonment.

(4) The court may, instead of or as well as imposing a fine, impose a community
payback order on the offender imposing one or more of the following
requirements—

(a) an offender supervision requirement,
(b) a level 1 unpaid work or other activity requirement,
(c) a conduct requirement.

(5) A justice of the peace court may only impose a community payback order
imposing one or more of the following requirements—

(a) an offender supervision requirement,
(b) a compensation requirement,
(c) an unpaid work or other activity requirement,
(d) a residence requirement,
(e) a conduct requirement.

(6) Subsection (5)(c) is subject to section 227J(4).

(7) The Scottish Ministers may by order made by statutory instrument amend
subsection (5) so as to add to or omit requirements that may be imposed by a
community payback order imposed by a justice of the peace court.

(8) An order is not to be made under subsection (7) unless a draft of the
statutory instrument containing the order has been laid before and approved
by resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

(9) In this section and sections 227B to 227ZK, except where the context requires
otherwise—

“court” means the High Court, the sheriff or a justice of the peace court,
“imprisonment” includes detention.

227B Community payback order: procedure prior to imposition

(1) This section applies where a court is considering imposing a community
payback order on an offender.

(2) The court must not impose the order unless it is of the opinion that the offence,
or the combination of the offence and one or more offences associated with
it, was serious enough to warrant the imposition of such an order.

(3) Before imposing a community payback order imposing two or more
requirements, the court must consider whether, in the circumstances of the
case, the requirements are compatible with each other.
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(4) The court must not impose the order unless it has obtained, and taken account
of, a report from an officer of a local authority containing information about
the offender and the offender’s circumstances.

(5) An Act of Adjournal may prescribe—
(a) the form of a report under subsection (4), and
(b) the particular information to be contained in it.

(6) Subsection (4) does not apply where the court is considering imposing a
community payback order—

(a) imposing only a level 1 unpaid work or other activity requirement, or
(b) under section 227M(2).

(7) The clerk of the court must give a copy of any report obtained under
subsection (4) to—

(a) the offender,
(b) the offender’s solicitor (if any), and
(c) the prosecutor.

(8) Before imposing the order, the court must explain to the offender in ordinary
language—

(a) the purpose and effect of each of the requirements to be imposed by
the order,

(b) the consequences which may follow if the offender fails to comply
with any of the requirements imposed by the order, and

(c) where the court proposes to include in the order provision under
section 227X for it to be reviewed, the arrangements for such a review.

(9) The court must not impose the order unless the offender has, after the court
has explained those matters, confirmed that the offender—

(a) understands those matters, and
(b) is willing to comply with each of the requirements to be imposed by

the order.

(10) Subsection (9)(b) does not apply where the court is considering imposing a
community payback order under section 227M(2).

227C Community payback order: responsible officer

(1) This section applies where a court imposes a community payback order on
an offender.

(2) The court must, in imposing the order—
(a) specify the locality in which the offender resides or will reside for the

duration of the order,
(b) require the local authority within whose area that locality is situated

to nominate, within two days of its receiving a copy of the order, an
officer of the authority as the responsible officer for the purposes of
the order,

(c) require the offender to comply with any instructions given by the
responsible officer—

(i) about keeping in touch with the responsible officer, or
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(ii) for the purposes of subsection (3),
(d) require the offender to report to the responsible officer in accordance

with instructions given by that officer,
(e) require the offender to notify the responsible officer without delay

of—
(i) any change of the offender’s address, and

(ii) the times, if any, at which the offender usually works (or
carries out voluntary work) or attends school or any other
educational establishment, and

(f) where the order imposes an unpaid work or other activity requirement,
require the offender to undertake for the number of hours specified in
the requirement such work or activity as the responsible officer may
instruct, and at such times as may be so instructed.

(3) The responsible officer is responsible for—
(a) making any arrangements necessary to enable the offender to comply

with each of the requirements imposed by the order,
(b) promoting compliance with those requirements by the offender,
(c) taking such steps as may be necessary to enforce compliance with the

requirements of the order or to vary, revoke or discharge the order.

(4) References in this Act to the responsible officer are, in relation to an offender
on whom a community payback order has been imposed, the officer for the
time being nominated in pursuance of subsection (2)(b).

(5) In reckoning the period of two days for the purposes of subsection (2)(b), no
account is to be taken of a Saturday or Sunday or any day which is a local or
public holiday in the area of the local authority concerned.

227D Community payback order: further provision

(1) Where a community payback order is imposed on an offender, the order is to
be taken for all purposes to be a sentence imposed on the offender.

(2) On imposing a community payback order, the court must state in open court
the reasons for imposing the order.

(3) The imposition by a court of a community payback order on an offender
does not prevent the court imposing a fine or any other sentence (other than
imprisonment), or making any other order, that it would be entitled to impose
or make in respect of the offence.

(4) Where a court imposes a community payback order on an offender, the clerk
of the court must ensure that—

(a) a copy of the order is given to—
(i) the offender, and

(ii) the local authority within whose area the offender resides or
will reside, and

(b) a copy of the order and such other documents and information relating
to the case as may be useful are given to the clerk of the appropriate
court (unless the court imposing the order is that court).

(5) A copy of the order may be given to the offender—
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(a) by being delivered personally to the offender, or
(b) by being sent—

(i) by a registered post service (as defined in section 125(1) of
the Postal Services Act 2000 (c.26)), or

(ii) by a postal service which provides for the delivery of the
document to be recorded.

(6) A community payback order is to be in such form, or as nearly as may be in
such form, as may be prescribed by Act of Adjournal.

227E Requirement to avoid conflict with religious beliefs, work etc.

(1) In imposing a community payback order on an offender, the court must ensure,
so far as practicable, that any requirement imposed by the order avoids—

(a) a conflict with the offender’s religious beliefs,
(b) interference with the times, if any, at which the offender normally

works (or carries out voluntary work) or attends school or any other
educational establishment.

(2) The responsible officer must ensure, so far as practicable, that any instruction
given to the offender avoids such a conflict or interference.

227F Payment of offenders’ travelling and other expenses

(1) The Scottish Ministers may by order made by statutory instrument provide for
the payment to offenders of travelling or other expenses in connection with
their compliance with requirements imposed on them by community payback
orders.

(2) An order under subsection (1) may—
(a) specify expenses or provide for them to be determined under the

order,
(b) provide for the payments to be made by or on behalf of local

authorities,
(c) make different provision for different purposes.

(3) An order under subsection (1) is subject to annulment in pursuance of a
resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

Offender supervision requirement

227G Offender supervision requirement

(1) In this Act, an “offender supervision requirement” is, in relation to an offender,
a requirement that, during the specified period, the offender must attend
appointments with the responsible officer or another person determined by
the responsible officer, at such time and place as may be determined by the
responsible officer, for the purpose of promoting the offender’s rehabilitation.

(2) On imposing a community payback order, the court must impose an offender
supervision requirement if—

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/26
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(a) the offender is under 18 years of age at the time the order is imposed,
or

(b) the court, in the order, imposes—
(i) a compensation requirement,

(ii) a programme requirement,
(iii) a residence requirement,
(iv) a mental health requirement,
(v) a drug treatment requirement,

(vi) an alcohol treatment requirement, or
(vii) a conduct requirement.

(3) The specified period must be at least 6 months and not more than 3 years.

(4) Subsection (3) is subject to subsection (5) and section 227ZE(4).

(5) In the case of an offender supervision requirement imposed on a person aged
16 or 17 along with only a level 1 unpaid work or other activity requirement,
the specified period must be no more than whichever is the greater of—

(a) the specified period under section 227L in relation to the level 1
unpaid work or other activity requirement, and

(b) 3 months.

(6) In this section, “specified”, in relation to an offender supervision requirement,
means specified in the requirement.

Compensation requirement

227H Compensation requirement

(1) In this Act, a “compensation requirement” is, in relation to an offender, a
requirement that the offender must pay compensation for any relevant matter
in favour of a relevant person.

(2) In subsection (1)—
“relevant matter” means any personal injury, loss, damage or other
matter in respect of which a compensation order could be made against
the offender under section 249 of this Act, and
“relevant person” means a person in whose favour the compensation
could be awarded by such a compensation order.

(3) A compensation requirement may require the compensation to be paid in a
lump sum or in instalments.

(4) The offender must complete payment of the compensation before the earlier
of the following—

(a) the end of the period of 18 months beginning with the day on which
the compensation requirement is imposed,

(b) the beginning of the period of 2 months ending with the day on which
the offender supervision requirement imposed under section 227G(2)
ends.
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(5) The following provisions of this Act apply in relation to a compensation
requirement as they apply in relation to a compensation order, and as if
the references in them to a compensation order included a compensation
requirement—

(a) section 249(3), (4), (5) and (8) to (10),
(b) section 250(2),
(c) section 251(1), (1A) and (2)(b), and
(d) section 253.

Unpaid work or other activity requirement

227I Unpaid work or other activity requirement

(1) In this Act, an “unpaid work or other activity requirement” is, in relation to
an offender, a requirement that the offender must, for the specified number
of hours, undertake—

(a) unpaid work, or
(b) unpaid work and other activity.

(2) Whether the offender must undertake other activity as well as unpaid work is
for the responsible officer to determine.

(3) The nature of the unpaid work and any other activity to be undertaken by the
offender is to be determined by the responsible officer.

(4) The number of hours that may be specified in the requirement must be (in
total)—

(a) at least 20 hours, and
(b) not more than 300 hours.

(5) An unpaid work or other activity requirement which requires the work or
activity to be undertaken for a number of hours totalling no more than 100 is
referred to in this Act as a “level 1 unpaid work or other activity requirement”.

(6) An unpaid work or other activity requirement which requires the work or
activity to be undertaken for a number of hours totalling more than 100 is
referred to in this Act as a “level 2 unpaid work or other activity requirement”.

(7) The Scottish Ministers may by order made by statutory instrument substitute
another number of hours for any of the numbers of hours for the time being
specified in subsections (4) to (6).

(8) An order under subsection (7) may only substitute for the number of hours
for the time being specified in a provision mentioned in the first column of
the following table a number of hours falling within the range set out in the
corresponding entry in the second column.

Provision Range
No fewer than No more than

Subsection (4)(a) 10 hours 40 hours
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Provision Range
No fewer than No more than

Subsection (4)(b) 250 hours 350 hours
Subsections (5) and (6) 70 hours 150 hours

(9) An order under subsection (7) is subject to annulment in pursuance of a
resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

(10) In this section, “specified”, in relation to an unpaid work or other activity
requirement, means specified in the requirement.

227J Unpaid work or other activity requirement: further provision

(1) A court may not impose an unpaid work or other activity requirement on an
offender who is under 16 years of age.

(2) A court may impose such a requirement on an offender only if the court is
satisfied, after considering the report mentioned in section 227B(4), that the
offender is a suitable person to undertake unpaid work in pursuance of the
requirement.

(3) Subsection (2) does not apply where the court is considering imposing a
community payback order—

(a) imposing only a level 1 unpaid work or other activity requirement, or
(b) under section 227M(2).

(4) A justice of the peace court may impose a level 2 unpaid work or other activity
requirement only if—

(a) the Scottish Ministers by regulations made by statutory instrument so
provide, and

(b) the requirement is imposed in such circumstances and subject to such
conditions as may be specified in the regulations.

(5) Regulations are not to be made under subsection (4) unless a draft of the
statutory instrument containing them has been laid before and approved by
resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

227K Allocation of hours between unpaid work and other activity

(1) Subject to subsection (2), it is for the responsible officer to determine how
many out of the number of hours specified in an unpaid work or other activity
requirement are to be allocated to undertaking, respectively—

(a) unpaid work, and
(b) any other activity to be undertaken.

(2) The number of hours allocated to undertaking an activity other than unpaid
work must not exceed whichever is the lower of—

(a) 30% of the number of hours specified in the requirement, and
(b) 30 hours.

(3) The Scottish Ministers may by order made by statutory instrument—
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(a) substitute another percentage for the percentage for the time being
specified in subsection (2)(a),

(b) substitute another number of hours for the number of hours for the
time being specified in subsection (2)(b).

(4) An order is not to be made under subsection (3) unless a draft of the
statutory instrument containing the order has been laid before and approved
by resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

227L Time limit for completion of unpaid work or other activity

(1) The number of hours of unpaid work and any other activity that the offender
is required to undertake in pursuance of an unpaid work or other activity
requirement must be completed by the offender before the end of the specified
period beginning with the imposition of the requirement.

(2) The “specified period” is—
(a) in relation to a level 1 unpaid work or other activity requirement,

3 months or such longer period as the court may specify in the
requirement,

(b) in relation to a level 2 unpaid work or other activity requirement,
6 months or such longer period as the court may specify in the
requirement.

227M Fine defaulters

(1) This section applies where—
(a) a fine has been imposed on an offender in respect of an offence,
(b) the offender fails to pay the fine or an instalment of the fine,
(c) the offender is not serving a sentence of imprisonment, and
(d) apart from this section, the court would have imposed a period of

imprisonment on the offender under section 219(1) of this Act in
respect of the failure to pay the fine or instalment.

(2) Instead of imposing a period of imprisonment under section 219(1) of this
Act, the court—

(a) where the amount of the fine or the instalment does not exceed level 2
on the standard scale, must impose a community payback order on the
offender imposing a level 1 unpaid work or other activity requirement,

(b) where the amount of the fine or the instalment exceeds that level, may
impose such a community payback order.

(3) The court, in imposing a community payback order under subsection (2) on a
person aged 16 or 17, must also impose an offender supervision requirement.

(4) Where the amount of the fine or the instalment does not exceed level 1 on
the standard scale, the number of hours specified in the requirement must not
exceed 50.

(5) On completion of the hours of unpaid work and any other activity specified
in an unpaid work or other activity requirement imposed under this section,
the fine in respect of which the requirement was imposed is discharged (or, as
the case may be, the outstanding instalments of the fine are discharged).
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(6) If, after a community payback order is imposed on an offender under this
section, the offender pays the fine or the full amount of any outstanding
instalments, the appropriate court must discharge the order.

(7) Subsection (2) is subject to sections 227J(1) and 227N(2), (3) and (7).

(8) In this section, “court” does not include the High Court.

227N Offenders subject to more than one unpaid work or other activity
requirement

(1) This section applies where—
(a) a court is considering imposing an unpaid work or other activity

requirement on an offender (referred to as the “new requirement”),
and

(b) at the time the court is considering imposing the requirement, there
is already in effect one or more community payback orders imposing
such a requirement on the same offender (each referred to as an
“existing requirement”).

(2) The court may, in imposing the new requirement, direct that it is to be
concurrent with any existing requirement.

(3) Where the court makes a direction under subsection (2), hours of unpaid work
or other activity undertaken after the new requirement is imposed count for the
purposes of compliance with that requirement and the existing requirement.

(4) Subsection (5) applies where the court does not make a direction under
subsection (2).

(5) The maximum number of hours which may be specified in the new
requirement is the number of hours specified in section 227I(4)(b) less the
aggregate of the number of hours of unpaid work or activity still to be
completed under each existing requirement at the time the new requirement
is imposed.

(6) In calculating that aggregate, if any existing requirement is concurrent with
another (by virtue of a direction under subsection (2)), hours that count for
the purposes of compliance with both (or, as the case may be, all) are to be
counted only once.

(7) Where that maximum number is less than the minimum number of hours that
can be specified by virtue of section 227I(4)(a), the court must not impose the
new requirement.

227O Rules about unpaid work and other activity

(1) The Scottish Ministers may make rules by statutory instrument for or in
connection with the undertaking of unpaid work and other activities in
pursuance of unpaid work or other activity requirements.

(2) Rules under subsection (1) may in particular make provision for—
(a) limiting the number of hours of work or other activity that an offender

may be required to undertake in any one day,
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(b) reckoning the time spent undertaking unpaid work or other activity,
(c) the keeping of records of unpaid work and any other activity

undertaken.

(3) Rules under subsection (1) may—
(a) confer functions on responsible officers,
(b) contain rules about the way responsible officers are to exercise

functions under this Act.

(4) Rules under subsection (1) are subject to annulment in pursuance of a
resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

Programme requirement

227P Programme requirement

(1) In this Act, a “programme requirement” is, in relation to an offender, a
requirement that the offender must participate in a specified programme, at
the specified place and on the specified number of days.

(2) In this section, “programme” means a course or other planned set of activities,
taking place over a period of time, and provided to individuals or groups of
individuals for the purpose of addressing offending behavioural needs.

(3) A court may impose a programme requirement on an offender only if the
specified programme is one which has been recommended by an officer of a
local authority as being suitable for the offender to participate in.

(4) If an offender’s compliance with a proposed programme requirement would
involve the co-operation of a person other than the offender, the court may
impose the requirement only if the other person consents.

(5) A court may not impose a programme requirement that would require an
offender to participate in a specified programme after the expiry of the period
specified in the offender supervision requirement to be imposed at the same
time as the programme requirement (by virtue of section 227G(2)(b)).

(6) Where the court imposes a programme requirement on an offender, the
requirement is to be taken to include a requirement that the offender, while
attending the specified programme, complies with any instructions given by
or on behalf of the person in charge of the programme.

(7) In this section, “specified”, in relation to a programme requirement, means
specified in the requirement.

Residence requirement

227Q Residence requirement

(1) In this Act, a “residence requirement” is, in relation to an offender, a
requirement that, during the specified period, the offender must reside at a
specified place.
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(2) The court may, in a residence requirement, require an offender to reside
at a hostel or other institution only if the hostel or institution has been
recommended as a suitable place for the offender to reside in by an officer
of a local authority.

(3) The specified period must not be longer than the period specified in the
offender supervision requirement to be imposed at the same time as the
residence requirement (by virtue of section 227G(2)(b)).

(4) In this section, “specified”, in relation to a residence requirement, means
specified in the requirement.

Mental health treatment requirement

227R Mental health treatment requirement

(1) In this Act, a “mental health treatment requirement” is, in relation to an
offender, a requirement that the offender must submit, during the specified
period, to treatment by or under the direction of a registered medical
practitioner or a registered psychologist (or both) with a view to improving
the offender’s mental condition.

(2) The treatment to which an offender may be required to submit under a mental
health treatment requirement is such of the kinds of treatment described in
subsection (3) as is specified; but otherwise the nature of the treatment is not
to be specified.

(3) Those kinds of treatment are—
(a) treatment as a resident patient in a hospital (other than a State hospital)

within the meaning of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment)
(Scotland) Act 2003 (asp 13) (“the 2003 Act”),

(b) treatment as a non-resident patient at such institution or other place
as may be specified, or

(c) treatment by or under the direction of such registered medical
practitioner or registered psychologist as may be specified.

(4) A court may impose a mental health treatment requirement on an offender
only if the court is satisfied—

(a) on the written or oral evidence of an approved medical practitioner
(within the meaning of the 2003 Act), that Condition A is met,

(b) on the written or oral evidence of the registered medical practitioner
or registered psychologist by whom or under whose direction the
treatment is to be provided, that Condition B is met, and

(c) that Condition C is met.

(5) Condition A is that—
(a) the offender suffers from a mental condition,
(b) the condition requires, and may be susceptible to, treatment, and
(c) the condition is not such as to warrant the offender’s being subject

to—
(i) a compulsory treatment order under section 64 of the 2003

Act, or

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2003/13
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(ii) a compulsion order under section 57A of this Act.

(6) Condition B is that the treatment proposed to be specified is appropriate for
the offender.

(7) Condition C is that arrangements have been made for the proposed treatment
including, where the treatment is to be of the kind mentioned in subsection (3)
(a), arrangements for the offender’s reception in the hospital proposed to be
specified in the requirement.

(8) The specified period must not be longer than the period specified in the
offender supervision requirement to be imposed at the same time as the mental
health treatment requirement (by virtue of section 227G(2)(b)).

(9) In this section, “specified”, in relation to a mental health treatment
requirement, means specified in the requirement.

227S Mental health treatment requirements: medical evidence

(1) For the purposes of section 227R(4)(a) or (b), a written report purporting to be
signed by an approved medical practitioner (within the meaning of the Mental
Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 (asp 13)) may be received
in evidence without the need for proof of the signature or qualifications of
the practitioner.

(2) Where such a report is lodged in evidence otherwise than by or on behalf of
the offender, a copy of the report must be given to—

(a) the offender, and
(b) the offender’s solicitor (if any).

(3) The court may adjourn the case if it considers it necessary to do so to give the
offender further time to consider the report.

(4) Subsection (5) applies where the offender is—
(a) detained in a hospital under this Act, or
(b) remanded in custody.

(5) For the purpose of calling evidence to rebut any evidence contained in a report
lodged as mentioned in subsection (2), arrangements may be made by or
on behalf of the offender for an examination of the offender by a registered
medical practitioner.

(6) Such an examination is to be carried out in private.

227T Power to change treatment

(1) This section applies where—
(a) a mental health treatment requirement has been imposed on an

offender, and
(b) the registered medical practitioner or registered psychologist by

whom or under whose direction the offender is receiving the treatment
to which the offender is required to submit in pursuance of the
requirement is of the opinion mentioned in subsection (2).

(2) That opinion is—

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2003/13
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(a) that the offender requires, or that it would be appropriate for the
offender to receive, a different kind of treatment (whether in whole
or in part) from that which the offender has been receiving, or

(b) that the treatment (whether in whole or in part) can be more
appropriately given in or at a different hospital or other institution or
place from that where the offender has been receiving treatment.

(3) The practitioner or, as the case may be, psychologist may make arrangements
for the offender to be treated accordingly.

(4) Subject to subsection (5), the treatment provided under the arrangements must
be of a kind which could have been specified in the mental health treatment
requirement.

(5) The arrangements may provide for the offender to receive treatment (in whole
or in part) as a resident patient in an institution or place even though it is
one that could not have been specified for that purpose in the mental health
treatment requirement.

(6) Arrangements may be made under subsection (3) only if—
(a) the offender and the responsible officer agree to the arrangements,
(b) the treatment will be given by or under the direction of a registered

medical practitioner or registered psychologist who has agreed to
accept the offender as a patient, and

(c) where the treatment requires the offender to be a resident patient, the
offender will be received as such.

(7) Where arrangements are made under subsection (3)—
(a) the responsible officer must notify the court of the arrangements, and
(b) the treatment provided under the arrangements is to be taken to be

treatment to which the offender is required to submit under the mental
health treatment requirement.

Drug treatment requirement

227U Drug treatment requirement

(1) In this Act, a “drug treatment requirement” is, in relation to an offender,
a requirement that the offender must submit, during the specified period,
to treatment by or under the direction of a specified person with a view
to reducing or eliminating the offender’s dependency on, or propensity to
misuse, drugs.

(2) The treatment to which an offender may be required to submit under a
drug treatment requirement is such of the kinds of treatment described in
subsection (3) as is specified (but otherwise the nature of the treatment is not
to be specified).

(3) Those kinds of treatment are—
(a) treatment as a resident in such institution or other place as is specified,
(b) treatment as a non-resident at such institution or other place, and at

such intervals, as is specified.
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(4) The specified person must be a person who has the necessary qualifications
or experience in relation to the treatment to be provided.

(5) The specified period must not be longer than the period specified in the
offender supervision requirement to be imposed at the same time as the drug
treatment requirement (by virtue of section 227G(2)(b)).

(6) A court may impose a drug treatment requirement on an offender only if the
court is satisfied that—

(a) the offender is dependent on, or has a propensity to misuse, any
controlled drug (as defined in section 2(1)(a) of the Misuse of Drugs
Act 1971 (c.38)),

(b) the dependency or propensity requires, and may be susceptible to,
treatment, and

(c) arrangements have been, or can be, made for the proposed treatment
including, where the treatment is to be of the kind mentioned in
subsection (3)(a), arrangements for the offender’s reception in the
institution or other place to be specified.

(7) In this section, “specified”, in relation to a drug treatment requirement, means
specified in the requirement.

Alcohol treatment requirement

227V Alcohol treatment requirement

(1) In this Act, an “alcohol treatment requirement” is, in relation to an offender,
a requirement that the offender must submit, during the specified period, to
treatment by or under the direction of a specified person with a view to the
reduction or elimination of the offender’s dependency on alcohol.

(2) The treatment to which an offender may be required to submit under an
alcohol treatment requirement is such of the kinds of treatment described in
subsection (3) as is specified (but otherwise the nature of the treatment is not
to be specified).

(3) Those kinds of treatment are—
(a) treatment as a resident in such institution or other place as is specified,
(b) treatment as a non-resident at such institution or other place, and at

such intervals, as is specified,
(c) treatment by or under the direction of such person as is specified.

(4) The person specified under subsection (1) or (3)(c) must be a person who has
the necessary qualifications or experience in relation to the treatment to be
provided.

(5) The specified period must not be longer than the period specified in the
offender supervision requirement to be imposed at the same time as the
alcohol treatment requirement (by virtue of section 227G(2)(b)).

(6) A court may impose an alcohol treatment requirement on an offender only if
the court is satisfied that—

(a) the offender is dependent on alcohol,

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1971/38
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(b) the dependency requires, and may be susceptible to, treatment, and
(c) arrangements have been, or can be, made for the proposed treatment,

including, where the treatment is to be of the kind mentioned in
subsection (3)(a), arrangements for the offender’s reception in the
institution or other place to be specified.

(7) In this section, “specified”, in relation to an alcohol treatment requirement,
means specified in the requirement.

Conduct requirement

227W Conduct requirement

(1) In this Act, a “conduct requirement” is, in relation to an offender, a
requirement that the offender must, during the specified period, do or refrain
from doing specified things.

(2) A court may impose a conduct requirement on an offender only if the court is
satisfied that the requirement is necessary with a view to—

(a) securing or promoting good behaviour by the offender, or
(b) preventing further offending by the offender.

(3) The specified period must be not more than 3 years.

(4) The specified things must not include anything that—
(a) could be required by imposing one of the other requirements listed in

section 227A(2), or
(b) would be inconsistent with the provisions of this Act relating to such

other requirements.

(5) In this section, “specified”, in relation to a conduct requirement, means
specified in the requirement.

Community payback orders: review, variation etc.

227X Periodic review of community payback orders

(1) On imposing a community payback order on an offender, the court may
include in the order provision for the order to be reviewed at such time or
times as may be specified in the order.

(2) A review carried out in pursuance of such provision is referred to in this
section as a “progress review”.

(3) A progress review may be carried out by the court which imposed the
community payback order or (if different) the appropriate court, and, where
those courts are different, the court must specify in the order which of those
courts is to carry out the reviews.

(4) A progress review is to be carried out in such manner as the court carrying
out the review may determine.
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(5) Before each progress review, the responsible officer must give the court a
written report on the offender’s compliance with the requirements imposed
by the community payback order in the period to which the review relates.

(6) The offender must attend each progress review.

(7) If the offender fails to attend a progress review, the court may—
(a) issue a citation requiring the offender’s attendance, or
(b) issue a warrant for the offender’s arrest.

(8) The unified citation provisions apply in relation to a citation under
subsection (7)(a) as they apply in relation to a citation under section 216(3)
(a) of this Act.

(9) Subsections (10) and (11) apply where, in the course of carrying out a progress
review in respect of a community payback order, it appears to the court that
the offender has failed to comply with a requirement imposed by the order.

(10) The court must—
(a) provide the offender with written details of the alleged failure,
(b) inform the offender that the offender is entitled to be legally

represented, and
(c) inform the offender that no answer need be given to the allegation

before the offender—
(i) has been given an opportunity to take legal advice, or

(ii) has indicated that the offender does not wish to take legal
advice.

(11) The court must then—
(a) if it is the appropriate court, appoint another hearing for consideration

of the alleged failure in accordance with section 227ZC, or
(b) if it is not the appropriate court, refer the alleged failure to that court

for consideration in accordance with that section.

(12) On conclusion of a progress review in respect of a community payback
order, the court may vary, revoke or discharge the order in accordance with
section 227Z.

227Y Applications to vary, revoke and discharge community payback
orders

(1) The appropriate court may, on the application of either of the persons
mentioned in subsection (2), vary, revoke or discharge a community payback
order in accordance with section 227Z.

(2) Those persons are—
(a) the offender on whom the order was imposed,
(b) the responsible officer in relation to the offender.

227Z Variation, revocation and discharge: court’s powers

(1) This section applies where a court is considering varying, revoking or
discharging a community payback order imposed on an offender.
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(2) The court may vary, revoke or discharge the order only if satisfied that it is
in the interests of justice to do so having regard to circumstances which have
arisen since the order was imposed.

(3) Subsection (2) does not apply where the court is considering varying the order
under section 227ZC(7)(d).

(4) In varying an order, the court may, in particular—
(a) add to the requirements imposed by the order,
(b) revoke or discharge any requirement imposed by the order,
(c) vary any requirement imposed by the order,
(d) include provision for progress reviews under section 227X,
(e) where the order already includes such provision, vary that provision.

(5) In varying a requirement imposed by the order, the court may, in particular—
(a) extend or shorten any period or other time limit specified in the

requirement,
(b) in the case of an unpaid work or other activity requirement, increase

or decrease the number of hours specified in the requirement,
(c) in the case of a compensation requirement, vary the amount of

compensation or any instalment.

(6) The court may not, under subsection (5)(b), increase the number of hours
beyond the appropriate maximum.

(7) The appropriate maximum is the number of hours specified in section 227I(4)
(b) at the time the unpaid work or other activity requirement being varied
was imposed less the aggregate of the number of hours of unpaid work or
other activity still to be completed under each other unpaid work or other
activity requirement (if any) in effect in respect of the offender at the time of
the variation (a “current requirement”).

(8) In calculating that aggregate, if any current requirement is concurrent with
another (by virtue of a direction under section 227N(2)), hours that count for
the purposes of compliance with both (or, as the case may be, all) are to be
counted only once.

(9) The court may not, under subsection (5)(c), increase the amount of
compensation beyond the maximum that could have been awarded at the time
the requirement was imposed.

(10) Where the court varies a restricted movement requirement imposed by a
community payback order, the court must give a copy of the order making the
variation to the person responsible for monitoring the offender’s compliance
with the requirement.

(11) Where the court revokes a community payback order, the court may deal
with the offender in respect of the offence in relation to which the order
was imposed as it could have dealt with the offender had the order not been
imposed.

(12) Subsection (11) applies in relation to a community payback order imposed
under section 227M(2) as if the reference to the offence in relation to which
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the order was imposed were a reference to the failure to pay in respect of
which the order was imposed.

(13) Where the court is considering varying, revoking or discharging the order
otherwise than on the application of the offender, the court must issue a
citation to the offender requiring the offender to appear before the court
(except where the offender is required to appear by section 227X(6)) or
227ZC(2)(b).

(14) If the offender fails to appear as required by the citation, the court may issue
a warrant for the arrest of the offender.

(15) The unified citation provisions apply in relation to a citation under
subsection (13) as they apply in relation to a citation under section 216(3)(a)
of this Act.

227ZA Variation of community payback orders: further provision

(1) This section applies where a court is considering varying a community
payback order imposed on an offender.

(2) The court must not make the variation unless it has obtained, and taken
account of, a report from the responsible officer containing information about
the offender and the offender’s circumstances.

(3) An Act of Adjournal may prescribe—
(a) the form of a report under subsection (2), and
(b) the particular information to be contained in it.

(4) Subsection (2) does not apply where the court is considering varying a
community payback order—

(a) so that it imposes only a level 1 unpaid work or other activity
requirement, or

(b) imposed under section 227M(2).

(5) The clerk of the court must give a copy of any report obtained under
subsection (2) to—

(a) the offender,
(b) the offender’s solicitor (if any).

(6) Before making the variation, the court must explain to the offender in ordinary
language—

(a) the purpose and effect of each of the requirements to be imposed by
the order as proposed to be varied,

(b) the consequences which may follow if the offender fails to comply
with any of the requirements imposed by the order as proposed to be
varied, and

(c) where the court proposes to include in the order as proposed to be
varied provision for a progress review under section 227X, or to vary
any such provision already included in the order, the arrangements
for such a review.

(7) The court must not make the variation unless the offender has, after the court
has explained those matters, confirmed that the offender—
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(a) understands those matters, and
(b) is willing to comply with each of the requirements to be imposed by

the order as proposed to be amended.

(8) Where the variation would impose a new requirement—
(a) the court must not make the variation if the new requirement is not a

requirement that could have been imposed by the order when it was
imposed,

(b) if the new requirement is one which could have been so imposed, the
court must, before making the variation take whatever steps the court
would have been required to take before imposing the requirement
had it been imposed by the order when it was imposed.

(9) Subsection (8)(a) does not prevent the imposition of a restricted movement
requirement under section 227ZC(7)(d).

(10) In determining for the purpose of subsection (8)(a) whether an unpaid work
or other activity requirement is a requirement that could have been imposed
by the order when the order was imposed, the effect of section 227N(7) is to
be ignored.

(11) Where the variation would vary any requirement imposed by the order, the
court must not make the variation if the requirement as proposed to be varied
could not have been imposed, or imposed in that way, by the order when it
was imposed.

(12) Subsections (4) and (5) of section 227D apply, with the necessary
modifications, where a community payback order is varied as they apply
where such an order is imposed.

227ZB Change of offender’s residence to new local authority area

(1) The section applies where—
(a) the offender on whom a community payback order has been imposed

proposes to change, or has changed, residence to a locality (“the new
locality”) situated in the area of a different local authority from that
in which the locality currently specified in the order is situated, and

(b) the court is considering varying the order so as to specify the new
local authority area in which the offender resides or will reside.

(2) The court may vary the order only if satisfied that arrangements have been, or
can be, made in the local authority area in which the new locality is situated
for the offender to comply with the requirements imposed by the order.

(3) If the court considers that a requirement (“the requirement concerned”)
imposed by the order cannot be complied with if the offender resides in the
new locality, the court must not vary the order so as to specify the new local
authority area unless it also varies the order so as to—

(a) revoke or discharge the requirement concerned, or
(b) substitute for the requirement concerned another requirement that can

be so complied with.

(4) Where the court varies the order, the court must also vary the order so as to
require the local authority for the area in which the new locality is situated
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to nominate an officer of the authority to be the responsible officer for the
purposes of the order.

Breach of community payback order

227ZC Breach of community payback order

(1) This section applies where it appears to the appropriate court that an offender
on whom a community payback order has been imposed has failed to comply
with a requirement imposed by the order.

(2) The court may—
(a) issue a warrant for the offender’s arrest, or
(b) issue a citation to the offender requiring the offender to appear before

the court.

(3) If the offender fails to appear as required by a citation issued under
subsection (2)(b), the court may issue a warrant for the arrest of the offender.

(4) The unified citation provisions apply in relation to a citation under
subsection (2)(b) as they apply in relation to a citation under section 216(3)
(a) of this Act.

(5) The court must, before considering the alleged failure—
(a) provide the offender with written details of the alleged failure,
(b) inform the offender that the offender is entitled to be legally

represented, and
(c) inform the offender that no answer need be given to the allegation

before the offender—
(i) has been given an opportunity to take legal advice, or

(ii) has indicated that the offender does not wish to take legal
advice.

(6) Subsection (5) does not apply if the offender has previously been provided
with those details and informed about those matters under section 227X(10)
of this Act.

(7) Where the order was imposed under section 227A, if the court is satisfied
that the offender has failed without reasonable excuse to comply with a
requirement imposed by the order, the court may—

(a) impose on the offender a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard
scale,

(b) where the order was imposed under section 227A(1), revoke the order
and deal with the offender in respect of the offence in relation to which
the order was imposed as it could have dealt with the offender had
the order not been imposed,

(c) where the order was imposed under section 227A(4), revoke the order
and impose on the offender a sentence of imprisonment for a term not
exceeding—

(i) where the court is a justice of the peace court, 60 days,
(ii) in any other case, 3 months,
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(d) vary the order so as to impose a new requirement, vary any
requirement imposed by the order or revoke or discharge any
requirement imposed by the order, or

(e) both impose a fine under paragraph (a) and vary the order under
paragraph (d).

(8) Where the order was imposed under section 227M(2), if the court is satisfied
that the offender has failed without reasonable excuse to comply with a
requirement imposed by the order, the court may—

(a) revoke the order and impose on the offender a period of imprisonment
for a term not exceeding—

(i) where the court is a justice of the peace court, 60 days,
(ii) in any other case, 3 months, or

(b) vary—
(i) the number of hours specified in the level 1 unpaid work or

other activity requirement imposed by the order, and
(ii) where the order also imposes an offender supervision

requirement, the specified period under section 227G in
relation to the requirement.

(9) Where the court revokes a community payback order under subsection (7)(b)
or (c) and the offender is, in respect of the same offence, also subject to—

(a) a drug treatment and testing order, by virtue of section 234J, or
(b) a restriction of liberty order, by virtue of section 245D(3),

the court must, before dealing with the offender under subsection (7)(b) or (c),
revoke the drug treatment and testing order or, as the case may be, restriction
of liberty order.

(10) If the court is satisfied that the offender has failed to comply with a
requirement imposed by the order but had a reasonable excuse for the failure,
the court may, subject to section 227Z(2), vary the order so as to impose a
new requirement, vary any requirement imposed by the order or revoke or
discharge any requirement imposed by the order.

(11) Subsections (7)(b) and (c) and (9) are subject to section 42(9) of the Criminal
Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 (asp 7) (powers of drugs courts to deal with breach
of community payback orders).

227ZD Breach of community payback order: further provision

(1) Evidence of one witness is sufficient for the purpose of establishing that an
offender has failed without reasonable excuse to comply with a requirement
imposed by a community payback order.

(2) Subsection (3) applies in relation to a community payback order imposing a
compensation requirement.

(3) A document bearing to be a certificate signed by the clerk of the appropriate
court and stating that the compensation, or an instalment of the compensation,
has not been paid as required by the requirement is sufficient evidence that
the offender has failed to comply with the requirement.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2003/7
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(4) The appropriate court may, for the purpose of considering whether an offender
has failed to comply with a requirement imposed by a community payback
order, require the responsible officer to provide a report on the offender’s
compliance with the requirement.

Restricted movement requirement

227ZE Restricted movement requirement

(1) The requirements which the court may impose under section 227ZC(7)(d)
include a restricted movement requirement.

(2) If the court varies a community payback order under section 227ZC(7)(d) so
as to impose a restricted movement requirement, the court must also vary the
order so as to impose an offender supervision requirement, unless an offender
supervision requirement is already imposed by the order.

(3) The court must ensure that the specified period under section 227G in
relation to the offender supervision requirement is at least as long as the
period for which the restricted movement requirement has effect and, where
the community payback order already imposes an offender supervision
requirement, must vary it accordingly, if necessary.

(4) The minimum period of 6 months in section 227G(3) does not apply in relation
to an offender supervision requirement imposed under subsection (2).

(5) Where the court varies the order so as to impose a restricted movement
requirement, the court must give a copy of the order making the variation
to the person responsible for monitoring the offender’s compliance with the
requirement.

(6) If during the period for which the restricted movement requirement is in
effect it appears to the person responsible for monitoring the offender’s
compliance with the requirement that the offender has failed to comply
with the requirement, the person must report the matter to the offender’s
responsible officer.

(7) On receiving a report under subsection (6), the responsible officer must report
the matter to the court.

227ZF Restricted movement requirement: effect

(1) In this Act, a “restricted movement requirement” is, in relation to an offender,
a requirement restricting the offender’s movements to such extent as is
specified.

(2) A restricted movement requirement may in particular require the offender—
(a) to be in a specified place at a specified time or during specified

periods, or
(b) not to be in a specified place, or a specified class of place, at a

specified time or during specified periods.

(3) In imposing a restricted movement requirement containing provision under
subsection (2)(a), the court must ensure that the offender is not required, either
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by the requirement alone or the requirement taken together with any other
relevant requirement or order, to be at any place for periods totalling more
than 12 hours in any one day.

(4) In subsection (3), “other relevant requirement or order” means—
(a) any other restricted movement requirement in effect in respect of the

offender at the time the court is imposing the requirement referred to
in subsection (3), and

(b) any restriction of liberty order under section 245A in effect in respect
of the offender at that time.

(5) A restricted movement requirement—
(a) takes effect from the specified day, and
(b) has effect for such period as is specified.

(6) The period specified under subsection (5)(b) must be—
(a) not less than 14 days, and
(b) subject to subsections (7) and (8), not more than 12 months.

(7) Subsection (8) applies in the case of a restricted movement requirement
imposed for failure to comply with a requirement of a community payback
order—

(a) where the offender was under 18 years of age at the time the order
was imposed, or

(b) where the only requirement imposed by the order is a level 1 unpaid
work or other activity requirement.

(8) The period specified under subsection (5)(b) must be not more than—
(a) where the order was imposed by a justice of the peace court, 60 days,

or
(b) in any other case, 3 months.

(9) A court imposing a restricted movement requirement must specify in it—
(a) the method by which the offender’s compliance with the requirement

is to be monitored, and
(b) the person who is to be responsible for monitoring that compliance.

(10) The Scottish Ministers may by regulations made by statutory instrument
substitute—

(a) for the number of hours for the time being specified in subsection (3)
another number of hours,

(b) for the number of months for the time being specified in subsection (6)
(b) another number of months.

(11) Regulations are not to be made under subsection (10) unless a draft of
the statutory instrument containing the regulations has been laid before and
approved by resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

(12) In this section, “specified”, in relation to a restricted movement requirement,
means specified in the requirement.
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227ZG Restricted movement requirements: further provision

(1) A court may not impose a restricted movement requirement requiring the
offender to be, or not to be, in a specified place unless it is satisfied that the
offender’s compliance with the requirement can be monitored by the method
specified in the requirement.

(2) Before imposing a restricted movement requirement requiring the offender to
be in a specified place, the appropriate court must obtain and consider a report
by an officer of the local authority in whose area the place is situated on—

(a) the place, and
(b) the attitude of any person (other than the offender) likely to be affected

by the enforced presence of the offender at the place.

(3) The court may, before imposing the requirement, hear the officer who
prepared the report.

227ZH Variation of restricted movement requirement

(1) This section applies where—
(a) a community payback order which is in force in respect of an offender

imposes a restricted movement requirement requiring the offender to
be at a particular place specified in the requirement for any period, and

(b) the court is considering varying the requirement so as to require the
offender to be at a different place (“the new place”).

(2) Before making the variation, the appropriate court must obtain and consider
a report by an officer of the local authority in whose area the new place is
situated on—

(a) the new place, and
(b) the attitude of any person (other than the offender) likely to be affected

by the enforced presence of the offender at the new place.

(3) The court may, before making the variation, hear the officer who prepared the
report.

227ZI Remote monitoring

Section 245C of this Act, and regulations made under that section, apply
in relation to the imposition of, and compliance with, restricted movement
requirements as they apply in relation to the imposition of, and compliance
with, restriction of liberty orders.

227ZJ Restricted movement requirements: Scottish Ministers’
functions

(1) The Scottish Ministers may by regulations made by statutory instrument
prescribe—

(a) which courts, or class or classes of courts, may impose restricted
movement requirements,
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(b) the method or methods of monitoring compliance with a restricted
movement requirement which may be specified in such a requirement,

(c) the class or classes of offender on whom such a requirement may be
imposed.

(2) Regulations under subsection (1) may make different provision about the
matters mentioned in paragraphs (b) and (c) of that subsection in relation to
different courts or classes of court.

(3) Regulations under subsection (1) are subject to annulment in pursuance of a
resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

(4) The Scottish Ministers must determine the person, or class or description of
person, who may be specified in a restricted movement requirement as the
person to be responsible for monitoring the offender’s compliance with the
requirement (referred to in this section as the “monitor”).

(5) The Scottish Ministers may determine different persons, or different classes
or descriptions of person, in relation to different methods of monitoring.

(6) The Scottish Ministers must notify each court having power to impose a
restricted movement requirement of their determination.

(7) Subsection (8) applies where—
(a) the Scottish Ministers make a determination under subsection (4)

changing a previous determination made by them, and
(b) a person specified in a restricted movement requirement in effect

at the date the determination takes effect as the monitor is not a
person, or is not of a class or description of person, mentioned in the
determination as changed.

(8) The appropriate court must—
(a) vary the restricted movement requirement so as to specify a different

person as the monitor,
(b) send a copy of the requirement as varied to that person and to the

responsible officer, and
(c) notify the offender of the variation.

227ZK Documentary evidence in proceedings for breach of restricted
movement requirement

(1) This section applies for the purposes of establishing in any proceedings
whether an offender on whom a restricted movement requirement has been
imposed has complied with the requirement.

(2) Evidence of the presence or absence of the offender at a particular place at a
particular time may be given by the production of a document or documents
bearing to be—

(a) a statement automatically produced by a device specified in
regulations made under section 245C of this Act, by which the
offender’s whereabouts were remotely monitored, and

(b) a certificate signed by a person nominated for the purposes of this
paragraph by the Scottish Ministers that the statement relates to the
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whereabouts of the offender at the dates and times shown in the
statement.

(3) The statement and certificate are, when produced in evidence, sufficient
evidence of the facts stated in them.

(4) The statement and certificate are not admissible in evidence at any hearing
unless a copy of them has been served on the offender before the hearing.

(5) Where it appears to any court before which the hearing is taking place that the
offender has not had sufficient notice of the statement or certificate, the court
may adjourn the hearing or make any order that it considers appropriate.

Local authorities: annual consultation about unpaid work

227ZL Local authorities: annual consultations about unpaid work

(1) Each local authority must, for each year, consult prescribed persons about
the nature of unpaid work and other activities to be undertaken by offenders
residing in the local authority’s area on whom community payback orders are
imposed.

(2) In subsection (1), “prescribed persons” means such persons, or class or classes
of person, as may be prescribed by the Scottish Ministers by regulations made
by statutory instrument.

(3) A statutory instrument containing regulations under subsection (2) is to be
subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

Annual reports on community payback orders

227ZM Annual reports on community payback orders

(1) Each local authority must, as soon as practicable after the end of each reporting
year, prepare a report on the operation of community payback orders within
their area during that reporting year, and send a copy of the report to the
Scottish Ministers.

(2) The Scottish Ministers may issue directions to local authorities about the
content of their reports under subsection (1); and local authorities must
comply with any such directions.

(3) The Scottish Ministers must, as soon as practicable after the end of each
reporting year, lay before the Scottish Parliament and publish a report that
collates and summarises the data included in the various reports under
subsection (1).

(4) In this section, “reporting year” means—
(a) the period of 12 months beginning on the day this section comes into

force, or
(b) any subsequent period of 12 months beginning on an anniversary of

that day.
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Community payback order: meaning of “the appropriate court”

227ZN Meaning of “the appropriate court”

(1) In sections 227A to 227ZK, “the appropriate court” means, in relation to a
community payback order—

(a) where the order was imposed by the High Court of Justiciary, that
Court,

(b) where the order was imposed by a sheriff, a sheriff having jurisdiction
in the locality mentioned in subsection (2),

(c) where the order was imposed by a justice of the peace court—
(i) the justice of the peace court having jurisdiction in that

locality, or
(ii) if there is no justice of the peace court having jurisdiction in

that locality, a sheriff having such jurisdiction.

(2) The locality referred to in subsection (1) is the locality for the time being
specified in the community payback order under section 227C(2)(a).”.

(2) Schedule 2 modifies enactments in consequence of this section.


