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LEGAL SERVICES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2 – Regulation of Licensed Legal Services

Chapter 1 – Approved Regulators

Approved regulators

Section 6 – Approved regulators

21. This section sets out how a professional or other body can become an approved
regulator. This is framed as a two-stage process – the first stage is to obtain approval
and the second to obtain authorisation. Essentially this is by application to the Scottish
Ministers and this section details what information an application must include. If an
application for approval is granted, then this means that the body can now call itself
an approved regulator. It is only after successfully being granted an application for
authorisation that the approved regulator can regulate its licensed providers. No more
than three approved regulators may exist at any one time, though this number may be
amended by regulations made by the Scottish Ministers with the agreement of the Lord
President.

22. Subsection (6) gives the Scottish Ministers a regulation making power to prescribe fees
they can charge. This could allow a charge for each application or an annual regulatory
charge or both.
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