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EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Process for all schools

Section 8 — I nvolvement of HMIE
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Section 8 spells out the involvement of HMIE — Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of
Education — in the consultation processes.

Section 8(1) requires the authority to send to HMIE a copy of the proposal paper (as
soon as it is published), a summary of the representations made at the public meeting
required by section 7 (which will not be possible until such summary has been prepared,
after the event), copies of relevant written representations received by the authority
(either as and when they are received or en masse at the end of the consultation period),
or, if HMIE agree, a summary of those representations, and a copy of any related
documentation, so far asis practicable.

Section 8(2) and (4) requires HMIE to prepare a report on the educational aspects of
the proposal, having particular regard to the educational benefits statement, the written
representations (or a summary of them) and a summary of the oral representations
forwarded by the authority, as well as to any relevant written representations on the
proposal which are received directly by HMIE.

Section 8(5) obliges HMIE to submit their report to the authority within three weeks of
their having been sent (by the authority) the copies, or a summary, of representations
received during the consultation period. That three-week period cannot start until the
consultation period has finished and may be extended by agreement with the authority.

In carrying out their duties under this section, section 8(3) provides HMIE with an
appropriate power to enter schools and make such reasonable enquiries of any person
asthey consider appropriate.
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