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EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

General

Schedule 1 – Relevant proposals

Closure (paragraph 1)

71. These are proposals for the permanent discontinuation of: a school; all the nursery
classes in a school; a stage of education in a school; or the provision of either Gaelic
or English medium education in all of the nursery classes in a school or in a stage
of education, whether or not it is to be continued in the other medium. Section 21(1)
(a) of the Act defines school as meaning any school under the management of an
education authority, which means a public school as defined in section 135(1) of the
1980 Act. Under section 135(1) this therefore means that, in addition to primary and
secondary schools, the following are also included within the meaning of “school”: a
stand-alone special school; a special class within a mainstream school1; and a nursery
school. Nursery classes in a school and stage of education in a school are as defined
in paragraph 12 of schedule 1 to the Act. Also caught within paragraph 1(4) and (5)
are proposals to make arrangements, howsoever described, which would result or be
likely to result in the permanent discontinuation of a school, stage of education or the
provision of Gaelic or English medium education in all the nursery classes or a stage of
education (apart from a nursery class) in a school. Permanent discontinuation excludes
temporary discontinuance, for instance, in an emergency, by way of planned decant for
a period, or because the school roll has meantime fallen to zero.

72. If a relevant proposal falls within more than one of the categories set out in paragraphs 1
to 9 (ie proposals affecting schools not FE centres) of this schedule, it is to be regarded as
falling solely within paragraph 1. In other words it is to be treated as a closure proposal.

1 A special class is a class for pupils with additional support needs within a mainstream school. Paragraph 12 of the schedule
defines “special school” and “special class”.
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