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CHILDREN’S HEARINGS (SCOTLAND) ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 4 – Safeguarders

Section 33 – Functions of safeguarder

35. Section 31 relates to the functions of Safeguarders once appointed by a Children’s
Hearing or sheriff. Subsection (1)(a) sets out the duty of a Safeguarder on appointment
to provide a report, except in the circumstances set out in subsection (2), when a hearing
directs the Principal Reporter to make an application to a sheriff for the establishment
of grounds. Subsection (1)(b) provides that Safeguarders must attend all Children’s
Hearings so far as is reasonably practicable. A hearing can also require a Safeguarder to
prepare additional reports where they consider that appropriate under subsection (1)(c).
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