
These notes relate to the Forth Crossing Act 2011 (asp
2) which received Royal Assent on 20 January 2011

FORTH CROSSING ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1 – Works

Section 6 – Interference with navigation

31. Section 6 provides a power to allow interference with navigation within the Firth of
Forth during the construction and maintenance of the works. That power is limited
by subsection (1) so it can only be exercised within the Act limits shown on the
Parliamentary plans. Therefore, the power to interfere with navigation cannot be
exercised in relation to any part of the Firth of Forth which is outwith the Act limits.
Subsections (1)(a) and (b) provide the specific circumstances in which the Scottish
Ministers are permitted to interfere with navigation. The application of such a power
is usual in works of this kind.1

32. Subsection (2) provides an illustrative list of things that the Scottish Ministers may do
that will interfere with navigation. Before interfering with any navigational rights the
Scottish Ministers must under subsection (3) consult with the navigation authority2 and
ensure that any interference or obstruction or delay caused as a consequence of that
interference is kept to a minimum. Subsection (4) advises that the Scottish Ministers
are not liable for any loss arising as a consequence of their interference with navigation.

1 See, for example, section 29 (works affecting river Severn) of the Severn Bridges Act 1992 (c.3).
2 Currently Forth Ports plc.
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