
Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 asp 8
SCHEDULE 2 – Police custody and security officers: powers and duties
Document Generated: 2024-03-18

1
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SCHEDULE 2
POLICE CUSTODY AND SECURITY OFFICERS: POWERS AND DUTIES

1 A police custody and security officer has power—
(a) to transfer persons in legal custody from one set of relevant premises to

another,
(b) to have custody of persons held in legal custody on court premises (whether

or not such persons would otherwise be in the custody of the court) and to
produce them before the court,

(c) to have custody of persons temporarily held in legal custody in relevant
premises while in the course of transfer from one set of such premises to
another,

(d) to apprehend a person who was in the custody of the officer in relevant
premises or in such course of transfer but who is unlawfully at large,

(e) to remove from relevant premises any person—
(i) who the officer has reasonable grounds to believe has committed or

is committing an offence, or
(ii) who is causing a disturbance or nuisance,

(f) in any place to search any person who is in legal custody or is unlawfully
at large,

(g) to search—
(i) any relevant premises or any other place in which there is a person

in the officer’s custody who is being transferred from one set of
relevant premises to another,

(ii) any person in such premises or other place who the officer has
reasonable grounds to believe has committed or is committing an
offence or who is seeking access to a person in the officer’s custody
or to relevant premises,

(h) in relevant premises, or in any other place in which a person in legal custody
is or may be, to require any person who the officer has reasonable grounds
for suspecting has committed or is committing an offence—

(i) to give the person’s name and address, and
(ii) either to remain there with the officer until a constable arrives or,

where reasonable in all the circumstances, to go with the officer to
the nearest police station,

but only if before imposing any such requirement the officer informs the
person concerned of the nature of the suspected offence and of the reason
for the requirement,

(i) in fulfilment of the officer’s duties under paragraph 2(1)(d), to apprehend
any person and to detain that person in custody in the premises of the court
in question,

(j) at a constable’s direction, to photograph or take relevant physical data from
any person held in legal custody, and

(k) to use reasonable force (which may include the use of handcuffs and other
means of restraint) where and in so far as it is requisite to do so in exercising
any of the other powers,

and either (but not both) of the sets of premises mentioned in any of paragraphs (a),
(c) and (g) may be situated in a part of the British Islands outwith Scotland.


