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AIR WEAPONS AND LICENSING

(SCOTLAND) ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

STRUCTURE AND SUMMARY OF THE ACT

Part 1 – Air Weapons

Air weapon certificates

Section 3 – Application for grant or renewal of air weapon certificate

13. This section sets out the process by which an individual can apply for an air weapon
certificate, or the renewal of a certificate which has previously been granted. Subsection
(1) states that applications must be made to the Chief Constable of the Police Service
of Scotland, and sets a lower age limit of 14 for applicants.

14. Subsection (2) provides that applications for an air weapon certificate must be made
in the form specified in regulations issued under section 36 and must be verified as set
out in section 4. Additionally, applicants below the age of 18 must provide information
specified in section 7. If an application is not accompanied by the required information
it cannot be considered by the Chief Constable. Separately, section 35(3) has the effect
that where an application is made in compliance with the application processes it still
cannot be considered by the Chief Constable until the fee is paid.

15. Subsection (3) requires the Chief Constable to keep a register of all applications
for a new or renewed air weapon certificate, even if the application is ultimately
unsuccessful.
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