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AIR WEAPONS AND LICENSING

(SCOTLAND) ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

STRUCTURE AND SUMMARY OF THE ACT

Part 1 – Air Weapons

Air weapon certificates

Section 10 – Variation of air weapon certificate

35. This section allows the Chief Constable to vary any of the details on an air weapon
certificate after it has been granted or renewed, including adding, amending or removing
conditions on the certificate (except the mandatory conditions required by section 6,
and, if applicable, section 7). The Chief Constable may vary a certificate at any time,
but is obliged to notify the certificate holder of the changes made.

36. Subsection (2)(a) separately allows the holder of an air weapon certificate to request that
the Chief Constable make such a variation, for example to provide an updated contact
address, or to request the removal or amendment of an outdated condition. Decisions
whether to grant such variations are made at the Chief Constable’s discretion.

37. Subsection (3) specifies that conditions attached by the Chief Constable must not
be inconsistent with or undermine the effect of any of the mandatory conditions (as
required by section 6(1)), or any other condition attached as a requirement of this Part
(for example, the conditions for 14-17 year olds required by section 7(3)).

38. Subsection (4) allows the Chief Constable to require an air weapon certificate holder
to relinquish their certificate within 21 days, for the purpose of varying it. Failure to do
so may result in revocation of the certificate under section 11(2)(c).
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