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Transport Act 2000
2000 CHAPTER 38

PART II

LOCAL TRANSPORT

Bus services: ticketing schemes

135 Joint and through ticketing schemes.

(1) A local transport authority, or two or more such authorities acting jointly, may make
a ticketing scheme covering the whole or any part of their area, or combined area, if
they consider that the proposed scheme—

(a) would be in the interests of the public, and
[F1(b) would contribute to the implementation of their local transport policies]
[F2(but this is subject to subsection (1A)).]

[F3(1A) A local transport authority whose area is in England may exercise the power to make
a ticketing scheme only if—

(a) they are acting jointly with one or more other local transport authorities, and
(b) at least one of those other local transport authorities is an authority whose area

is in Wales.]

(2) A ticketing scheme may not be made unless the authority or authorities have complied
with the notice and consultation requirements imposed by section 136.

(3) A ticketing scheme is a scheme under which operators of local services of a class
specified in it are required to make and implement arrangements under which persons
may purchase, in a single transaction, a ticket (or tickets) of any of the descriptions
which may be covered by a ticketing scheme and to which the scheme applies.

(4) The descriptions of tickets which may be covered by a ticketing scheme are—
(a) tickets entitling the holder to make more than one journey on particular local

services or on local services of a class specified in the scheme (whether or not
operated by the same person),
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(b) tickets entitling the holder to make a particular journey on two or more local
services (whether or not operated by the same person),

(c) where a particular journey could be made on local services provided by any
of two or more operators, tickets entitling the holder to make the journey on
whichever service the holder chooses, and

(d) tickets entitling the holder to make a journey, or more than one journey,
involving both travel on one or more local services and travel by one or more
connecting rail or tram services.

(5) A connecting rail or tram service, in relation to a ticketing scheme, is a service for the
carriage of passengers by railway or by tramway (or by both) which runs between—

(a) a station or stopping place at or in the vicinity of which local services stop and
which serves any part of the area to which the ticketing scheme relates, and

(b) any other place.

(6) Different arrangements may be specified in a ticketing scheme for different cases.

(7) In carrying out their functions under this Part in relation to ticketing schemes, local
transport authorities must co-operate with one another.

(8) In considering whether to make a ticketing scheme, a local transport authority must
have regard to the desirability, in appropriate cases, of making a scheme jointly with
another authority.

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 135(1)(b) substituted (9.2.2009 for E., 1.4.2009 for W.) by Local Transport Act 2008 (c. 26), s.

134(4), Sch. 1 para. 3(2); S.I. 2009/107, art. 2(2), Sch. 2 Pt. 1; S.I. 2009/579, art. 2(a)
F2 Words in s. 135(1) inserted (27.4.2017 for specified purposes, 27.6.2017 in so far as not already in

force) by Bus Services Act 2017 (c. 21), s. 26(3), Sch. 3 para. 4(2)
F3 S. 135(1A) inserted (27.4.2017 for specified purposes, 27.6.2017 in so far as not already in force) by

Bus Services Act 2017 (c. 21), s. 26(3), Sch. 3 para. 4(3)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Pt. 2: functions made exercisable (28.2.2024) by The East Midlands Combined County Authority

Regulations 2024 (S.I. 2024/232), regs. 1(2), 15(1)
C2 S. 135 applied (with modifications) (1.2.2005) by The Local Authorities' Plans and Strategies

(Disapplication) (England) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/157), art. 1, Sch. 2 para. 7 (with art. 7(4))
C3 S. 135: power to modify conferred (27.4.2017) by Bus Services Act 2017 (c. 21), ss. 24(2), 26(1)(b)
C4 Ss. 134C-138: functions made exercisable concurrently (28.2.2024) by The East Midlands Combined

County Authority Regulations 2024 (S.I. 2024/232), regs. 1(2), 15(6)
C5 S. 135(1) functions made exercisable concurrently (1.4.2018) by The Sub-national Transport Body

(Transport for the North) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/103), regs. 1(2), 7(1)(b)
C6 S. 135(7)(8) applied (1.4.2018) by The Sub-national Transport Body (Transport for the North)

Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/103), regs. 1(2), 7(3)(c)

Commencement Information
I1 S. 135 wholly in force at 1.8.2001; s. 135 not in force at Royal Assent see s. 275(1)(2); s. 135 in force

(E.) at 1.2.2001 by S.I. 2001/57, art. 3(2), Sch. 3 Pt. I (subject to the savings in Sch. 3 Pt. II); s. 135 in
force (W.) at 1.8.2001 by S.I. 2001/2788, art. 2, Sch. 1 para. 4
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136 Notice and consultation requirements.

(1) If an authority or authorities propose to make a ticketing scheme, they must give notice
of the proposed scheme in at least one newspaper circulating in the area to which it
relates.

(2) The notice must specify the date on which the scheme is proposed to come into
operation.

(3) After giving notice of the proposed scheme, the authority or authorities must consult—
(a) all operators of local services who would, in the opinion of the authority or

authorities, be affected by it,
(b) such organisations appearing to the authority or authorities to be

representative of users of local services as they think fit, and
[F4(c) a traffic commissioner.]

Textual Amendments
F4 S. 136(3)(c) substituted (3.7.2013) by The Local Transport Act 2008 (Traffic Commissioners)

(Consequential Amendments) Order 2013 (S.I. 2013/1644), art. 1(1), Sch. 3 (with art. 7)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 Ss. 134C-138: functions made exercisable concurrently (28.2.2024) by The East Midlands Combined

County Authority Regulations 2024 (S.I. 2024/232), regs. 1(2), 15(6)
C7 S. 136 applied (1.4.2018) by The Sub-national Transport Body (Transport for the North) Regulations

2018 (S.I. 2018/103), regs. 1(2), 7(3)(d)

Commencement Information
I2 S. 136 wholly in force at 1.8.2001; s. 136 not in force at Royal Assent see s. 275(1)(2); s. 136 in force

(E.) at 1.2.2001 by S.I. 2001/57, art. 3(2), Sch. 3 Pt. I (subject to the savings in Sch. 3 Pt. II); s. 136 in
force (W.) at 1.8.2001 by S.I. 2001/2788, art. 2, Sch. 1 para. 4

137 Making of scheme.

(1) If the authority or authorities decide that it is appropriate to make the scheme, they
may make it as proposed or with modifications.

(2) If the scheme applies to tickets within section 135(4)(d), it may only be made with the
agreement of the operators of the connecting rail or tram services concerned.

(3) The scheme must specify the date on which it is to come into operation, which must
not be earlier than three months after the date on which it is made.

(4) Not later than 14 days after the date on which the scheme is made, the authority or
authorities must give notice of it—

(a) in at least one newspaper circulating in the area to which it relates,
[F5(b) to a traffic commissioner.]

(c) to all operators of local services or services for the carriage of passengers by
railway or by tramway (or by both) who would, in the opinion of the authority
or authorities, be affected by it,

(d) to the [F6Secretary of State] if it applies to tickets within section 135(4)(d), and

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1644
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1644
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1644/article/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1644/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1644/article/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/38/section/134C
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/232
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/232
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/232/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/232/regulation/15/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/38/section/136
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/103
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/103
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/103/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/103/regulation/7/3/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/57
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/57/article/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/57/schedule/3/part/I
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/57/schedule/3/part/II
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/2788
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/2788/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/2788/schedule/1/paragraph/4


4 Transport Act 2000 (c. 38)
Part II – Local transport

Document Generated: 2024-05-20
Changes to legislation: Transport Act 2000, Cross Heading: Bus services: ticketing schemes is up

to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 20 May 2024. There are changes that
may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content

and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(e) in such other manner, or to such other persons or class of person, (if any) as
the appropriate national authority may prescribe by regulations.

(5) The notice must set out the terms of the scheme and the date on which it is to come
into operation.

(6) The authority or authorities may vary or revoke the scheme; and the variation or
revocation is subject to the same procedure as the making of the scheme, except to the
extent that that procedure is modified by regulations made by the appropriate national
authority.

Textual Amendments
F5 S. 137(4)(b) substituted (3.7.2013) by The Local Transport Act 2008 (Traffic Commissioners)

(Consequential Amendments) Order 2013 (S.I. 2013/1644), art. 1(1), Sch. 3 (with art. 7)
F6 Words in s. 137(4)(d) substituted (24.7.2005) by Railways Act 2005 (c. 14), s. 60(2), Sch. 12 para.

17(2); S.I. 2005/1909, art. 2, Sch.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 Ss. 134C-138: functions made exercisable concurrently (28.2.2024) by The East Midlands Combined

County Authority Regulations 2024 (S.I. 2024/232), regs. 1(2), 15(6)
C8 S. 137 applied (1.4.2018) by The Sub-national Transport Body (Transport for the North) Regulations

2018 (S.I. 2018/103), regs. 1(2), 7(3)(d)

Commencement Information
I3 S. 137 wholly in force at 1.8.2001; s. 137 not in force at Royal Assent see s. 275(1)(2); s. 137 in force

(E.) at 1.2.2001 by S.I. 2001/57, art. 3(2), Sch. 3 Pt. I (subject to the savings in Sch. 3 Pt. II); s. 137 in
force (W.) at 1.8.2001 by S.I. 2001/2788, art. 2, Sch. 1 para. 4

138 Effect of scheme.

During any period in which a ticketing scheme is in operation, operators of local
services to which the scheme relates must make and implement the arrangements
required by the scheme.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 Ss. 134C-138: functions made exercisable concurrently (28.2.2024) by The East Midlands Combined

County Authority Regulations 2024 (S.I. 2024/232), regs. 1(2), 15(6)

Commencement Information
I4 S. 138 wholly in force at 1.8.2001; s. 138 not in force at Royal Assent see s. 275(1)(2); s. 138 in force

(E.) at 1.2.2001 by S.I. 2001/57, art. 3(2), Sch. 3 Pt. I (subject to the savings in Sch. 3 Pt. II); s. 138 in
force (W.) at 1.8.2001 by S.I. 2001/2788, art. 2, Sch. 1 para. 4
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– s. 146(1)(defn.)(a)(b) by 2000 c. 38 s. 274 Sch. 31 Pt. 2
– s. 19(2)(aa) inserted by S.I. 2019/93, Sch. 1 para. 9(1C)(b) (as inserted) by S.I.
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