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Parish Councils Act 1957
1957 CHAPTER 42 5 and 6 Eliz 2

An Act to make further provision as to the constitution of parish councils, and as to
the powers of parish councils and parish meetings, in rural parishes in England and
Wales. [17th July 1957]

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Functions of Minister of Housing and Local Government under this Act now exercisable by Secretary

of State: S.I. 1965/319 and 1970/1681
C2 Words of enactment omitted under authority of Statute Law Revision Act 1948 (c. 62), s. 3
C3 Act: transfer of functions (W.) (1.7.1999) by S.I. 1999/672, art. 2, Sch. 1

Commencement Information
I1 Act wholly in force at Royal Assent

PART I

POWERS TO PROVIDE PUBLIC AMENITIES

1 Power to provide seats and shelters in roads.

(1) Subject to the provisions of section five of this Act, a parish council may provide and
maintain seats and shelters for the use of the public and cause them to be installed or
erected in proper and convenient situations in, or on any land abutting on, any road
within the parish.

(2) In parishes in which the M1Public Improvements Act, 1860 (in this section referred
to as “the Act of 1860”) has effect, the powers conferred by this section shall be in
substitution for any powers under that Act to place seats and shelters.

(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F1
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Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 1(3), 3(2)–(6) repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), Sch. 30

Marginal Citations
M1 1860 c. 30.

2 Power to provide public clocks.

A parish council may provide, maintain and light such public clocks within the parish
as they consider necessary, and (subject to the provisions of section five of this Act)
may cause them to be installed on or against any premises or in any other place the
situation of which may be convenient.

3 Power to light roads and public places.

(1) [F2The council of a parish or community or, in the case of a parish for which there is
no parish council], the parish meeting may (subject to the provisions of section five
of this Act) for the purpose of lighting the roads and other public places in the parish,
or [F2community, or in any part thereof],—

(a) provide and maintain such lamps, lamp posts and other materials and
apparatus as they think necessary;

(b) cause such lamps, lamp posts and other materials and apparatus to be erected
or installed on or against any premises or in such other places as may be
convenient;

(c) contract with any person for the supply of gas, electricity or other means of
lighting; and

(d) employ, with or without remuneration, such persons as may be necessary
for the maintenance and superintendence of anything provided under this
subsection.

F3(1A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F4

(7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F5

(8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F6

(9) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F7

[F8(10) In this section “road” includes a highway comprised in the route of a special road (as
defined by [F9the Highways Act 1980]), being a highway in relation to which a parish
council or parish meeting, as the case may be, are exercising the powers conferred by
subsection (1) of this section on the date on which a scheme made under [F9section 16
of the said Act of 1980] authorising the provision of the special road comes into force.]

Textual Amendments
F2 Words substituted by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), s. 180(2), Sch. 14 para. 34
F3 S. 3(1A) (which was added by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70)) repealed (21.8.1991) by S.I.

1991/1730, art. 2(1), Sch.1
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F4 S. 3(2)–(6) repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), Sch. 30
F5 S. 3(7) repealed by Public Health Act 1961 (c. 64), Sch. 5 Pt. II
F6 S. 3(8) repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), Sch. 30
F7 S. 3(9) repealed by Highways Act 1959 (c. 25), Sch. 25
F8 S. 3(10) added by Highways Act 1959 (c. 25), s. 310
F9 Words substituted by Highways Act 1980 (c. 66, SIF 59), s. 343(2), Sch. 24 para.7

4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F10

Textual Amendments
F10 Ss. 4, 5(5) repealed by Road Traffic Act 1960 (c. 16), Sch. 18

5 Provisions as to consents and access.

(1) A parish council or parish meeting shall not have power by virtue of the foregoing
provisions of this Part of this Act to provide any seat, shelter, clock, lamp or lamp
post, any other material or apparatus, . . . F11 —

(a) on any land or premises not forming part of a road, or in a position obstructing
or interfering with any existing access to any such land or premises, except
with the consent of the owner and the occupier of the land or premises; or

(b) in any road which is not a highway or in any public path, except with the
consent of the owner and the occupier of the land over which the road or path
runs; or

(c) in any such situation or position as is described in the first column of the
following Table, except with the consent of the persons described in relation
thereto in the second column of that Table.

TABLE

In any trunk road or any other
road maintained by the Minister of
Transport and Civil Aviation, or on
land abutting on any such road.

The Minister.

In any road which is a highway
(other than a trunk road or a road
maintained as aforesaid or a public
path) or on land abutting on any
such road.

The county council [F12or
metropolitan district council].

In any road which is a highway
belonging to and repairable by
any railway, dock, harbour, canal,
inland navigation or passenger road
transport undertakers and forming
the approach to any station, dock,
wharf or depot of those undertakers.

The undertakers concerned.
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On any bridge carrying a highway
over any railway, dock, harbour,
canal or inland navigation, or on the
approaches to any such bridge or
under any bridge carrying a railway,
canal or inland navigation over a
highway.

The railway, dock, harbour, canal
or inland navigation undertakers
concerned.

(2) Any consent required by paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of this section shall not
unreasonably be withheld, but may be given subject to any reasonable conditions,
including a condition that the parish council or parish meeting, as the case may be,
shall remove any thing to the provision of which the consent relates either at any time
or at or after the expiration of a period if reasonably required so to do by the person
giving the consent.

(3) Any dispute between a parish council or parish meeting and a person whose consent
is required under paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of this section whether that consent
is unreasonably withheld or is given subject to reasonable conditions, or whether the
removal of any thing to the provision of which the consent relates in accordance with
any condition of the consent is reasonably required, shall—

(a) in the case of a dispute between the parish council or parish meeting and the
Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation, be referred to and determined by
an arbitrator to be appointed in default of agreement by the President of the
Institution of Civil Engineers; and

(b) in any other case be referred to and determined by the Minister of Transport
and Civil Aviation, who may cause a local inquiry to be held for the purpose;

and section two hundred and ninety of the M2Local Government Act, 1933, shall apply
in relation to a local inquiry held under this subsection as it applies in relation to such
an inquiry held under that Act.

(4) Section six of the M3Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1953 (which
makes provision as to access to telegraphic lines, sewers, pipe-subways, pipes, wires
and other apparatus) shall apply in relation to a . . . F11 thing provided by a parish
council or parish meeting under this Part of this Act, and to the council or meeting
by which the . . . F11 thing is so provided, as it applies in relation to a shelter or other
accommodation provided, and to the local authority by which it is provided, under
section four of that Act.

(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F13

Textual Amendments
F11 Words repealed by Road Traffic Act 1960 (c. 16), Sch. 18
F12 Words inserted by Local Government Act 1985 (c. 51, SIF 81:1), s. 8, Sch. 4 para. 49
F13 Ss. 4, 5(5) repealed by Road Traffic Act 1960 (c. 16), Sch. 18

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 S. 5 excluded by Public Health Act 1961 (c. 64), s. 45(10)
C5 Functions of Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation under s. 5 of this Act now exercisable by

Secretary of State: S.I. 1959/1768 (1959 I, p. 1793), 1965/319 and 1970/1681
C6 S. 5: Functions of a local highway authority made exercisable by, or by employees of, such person

as may be authorised in that behalf by the local authority whose function it is (23.7.1999) by S.I.
1999/2106, art. 2, Sch. 3 para. 4
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C7 S. 5(1)(2): Certain functions made exercisable by, or by employees of, such person as may be
authorised in that behalf by the Secretary of State for Transport (25.7.1995) by S.I. 1995/1986, art. 2,
Sch. 3 para. 4

C8 S. 5(1)(2): functions made exercisable as specified (24.3.2009) by The Contracting Out (Highway
Functions) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/721), arts. 1, 3, Sch. 3 para. 4

Marginal Citations
M2 1933 c. 51.
M3 1953 c. 26.

6 Supplementary powers.

(1) A parish council or parish meeting may contribute towards—
(a) the reasonable expenses incurred by any person in doing anything which by

virtue of the foregoing provisions of this Act that council or meeting has power
to do; and

(b) the expenses incurred by any other parish council or parish meeting in
exercising their powers under any such provision as aforesaid.

(2) Where before the commencement of this Act any parish council or parish meeting have
provided anything which, after the said commencement, could be provided by them
under any of the foregoing provisions of this Act, or where either before or after the
said commencement any other person has provided any such thing, the parish council
or parish meeting shall have the like power to maintain that thing as if it had been
provided by them under those provisions.

(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F14

Textual Amendments
F14 Ss. 6(3), 8(2)(a), 9 and 10 repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), Sch. 30

7 Interpretation of Part I.

In this Part of this Act except so far as the context otherwise requires—
“in” in a context referring to things in a road includes a reference to things

under, over, across, along or upon the road;
“owner” has the meaning assigned to it by section three hundred and forty-

three of the M4Public Health Act, 1936;
“public path” has the meaning assigned to it by section twenty-seven of the

National Parks and Access to the M5Countryside Act, 1949;
“road” means any highway (including a public path) and any other road,

lane, footway, square, court, alley or passage (whether a thoroughfare or not)
to which the public has access, but does not include a special road (as defined
by the M6Special Roads Act, 1949).

Marginal Citations
M4 1936 c. 49.
M5 1949 c. 97.
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M6 1949 c. 32.

PART II

EXTENSION AND ADAPTATION OF OTHER POWERS

8 Powers to be exercisable without reference to county council.

(1) Every parish council shall be a local authority for the purposes of the M7Open Spaces
Act, 1906, whether or not invested with the powers of that Act by the council of the
county within which the parish is situate.

(2) The approval or consent of the county council shall no longer be required for any of
the following matters—

(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F15

(b) by reason that it will involve a loan, for the incurring by a parish council of
any other expense or liability; or

(c) for the borrowing by a parish council of such sums as may be required for
any of the purposes mentioned in section one hundred and ninety-five of the
M8Local Government Act, 1933.

Textual Amendments
F15 Ss. 6(3), 8(2)(a), 9 and 10 repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), Sch. 30

Marginal Citations
M7 1906 c. 25.
M8 1933 c. 51.

9, 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F16

Textual Amendments
F16 Ss. 6(3), 8(2)(a), 9 and 10 repealed by Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), Sch. 30

11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F17

Textual Amendments
F17 S. 11 repealed by Charities Act 1960 (c. 58), Sch. 7 Pt. I
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PART III

MISCELLANEOUS

12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F18

Textual Amendments
F18 Ss. 12, 15 and Sch. 1 repealed by Local Government Act 1972(c. 70), Sch. 30

13 Expenses.

There shall be paid out of moneys provided by Parliament any increase attributable
to this Act in the sums so payable under Part I of the M9Local Government Act, 1948,
or under the M10Local Government (Financial Provisions) (Scotland) Act, 1954, as
amended by the M11Valuation and Rating (Scotland) Act, 1956.

Marginal Citations
M9 1948 c. 26.
M10 1954 c. 13.
M11 1956 c. 60.

14 Interpretation.

(1) Any reference in this Act to any other enactment shall, except so far as the context
otherwise requires, be construed as a reference to that enactment as amended or applied
by or under any other enactment, including this Act.

(2) In this Act “parish”, in relation to a common parish council acting for two or more
grouped parishes, means those parishes.

15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F19

Textual Amendments
F19 Ss. 12, 15 and Sch. 1 repealed by Local Government Act 1972(c. 70), Sch. 30

16 Short title and extent.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Parish Councils Act, 1957.

(2) Nothing in this Act extends to Scotland or Northern Ireland.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Eliz2/5-6/42/section/12
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F20F20FIRST SCHEDULE

Textual Amendments
F20 Ss. 12, 15 and Sch. 1 repealed by Local Government Act 1972(c. 70), Sch. 30

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F20

F21F21SECOND SCHEDULE

Textual Amendments
F21 Sch. 2 repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1974 (c. 22), Sch. Pt. XI

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F21
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