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▼B
COMMISSION DECISION

of 28 February 1997

laying down the list of third countries from which the Member
States authorize the importation of meat products

(Text with EEA relevance)

(97/222/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 72/462/EEC of 12 December 1972
on health and veterinary inspection problems upon importation of
bovine, swine, ovine, and caprine animals, fresh meat or meat products
from third countries (1), as last amended by Directive 96/91/EC (2), and
in particular Articles 21 (a) and 22 thereof,

Having regard to Council Directive 92/118/EEC of 17 December 1992,
laying down animal health and public health requirements governing
trade in and imports into the Community of products not subject to the
said requirements laid down in specific Community rules referred to in
Annex A (I) to Directive 89/662/EEC and, as regards pathogens, to
Directive 90/425/EEC (3)as last amended by Directive 96/90/EC (4) and
in particular Article 10 (2) (c),

Whereas Council Decision 79/542/EEC (5), as last amended by
Commission Decision 97/160/EC (6) draws up a list of third countries
from which Member States authorize, amongst others, imports of meat
products derived from meat originating from bovine animals, swine,
solipeds, sheep and goats;

Whereas Commission Decision 91/449/EC (7) as last amended by
Decision 96/92/EC (8) lays down lists of third countries from which
Member States are authorized to import meat products from bovine
animals, swine, equidae, sheep and goats;

Whereas Commission Decision 94/85/EC (9) as last amended by
Decision 96/2/EC (10) draws up a list of third countries from which the
Member States authorize the importation of fresh poultry meat; whereas
this list also applies to imports of meat products derived from
poultrymeat;

Whereas Commission Decision 94/86/EC (11) as amended by Decision
96/137/EC (12) draws up a list of third countries from which the
Member States authorize the importation of wild game meat; whereas
this list applies to imports of wild game meat products;
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▼B
Whereas Commission Decision 94/278/EC (1) as last amended by
Decision 96/344/EC (2) draws up a list of third countries from which
the Member States authorize, amongst others, the importation of meat
products derived from rabbit meat, feathered farmed game meat and
furred farmed game meat;

Whereas Commission Decision 91/449/EEC is revoked by Commission
Decision 97/221/EC (3);

Whereas it is necessary to establish an amended list of approved third
countries from which the Member States authorize the importation of
meat products manufactured not only from meat derived from bovine
animals, swine, equidae, sheep and goats but also from farmed game,
domestic rabbits and wild game;

Whereas the categories of meat products that may be imported from
third countries depend on the health situation of the third country or
parts of third country of manufacture; whereas, in order to be able to
be imported, certain meat products must have been subjected to
particular treatment;

Whereas Council Directive 77/99/EEC (4), as last amended by Council
Directive 95/68/EC (5), defines a meat product through laying down
minimum treatment requirements; whereas certain third countries or
certain parts of third countries appearing on the abovementioned lists
are only to be authorized for imports of meat products which have
been subjected to complete heat treatment;

Whereas Decision 97/221/EC lays down the animal health conditions
and veterinary certification to be applied by Member States to the
import of meat products from third countries;

Whereas it is necessary to lay down the minimum treatments required to
import these products from the manufacturing third country;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Decision are in accordance
with the opinion of the Standing Veterinary Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

Member States shall authorize imports of meat products as defined in
Decision 97/221/EC from third countries or parts of third countries
appearing on the lists in Parts I, II and III of the Annex, provided that
they have undergone the relevant treatment laid down in Part IV of the
Annex, and be accompanied by the appropriate veterinary health certifi-
cation laid down in Commission Decision 97/221/EC.

Article 2

This Decision shall apply from 1 March 1997.

Article 3

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.
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(3) See page 32 of this Official Journal.
(4) OJ No L 26, 31. 1. 1977, p. 85.
(5) OJ No L 332, 30. 12. 1995, p. 10.



▼B
ANNEX

PART I

Description of regionalised territories as laid down for the countries listed in parts II and III

Country
Territory

Description of territory
Code Version

Argentina AR Whole country

AR-1 1/2004 The whole country except the Provinces of
Chubut, Santa Cruz and Tierra del Fuego

AR-2 1/2004 The Provinces of Chubut, Santa Cruz and Tierra
del Fuego

Bulgaria BG Whole country

BG-1 — As described in Part I of Annex II to Council
Decision 79/542/EEC (1) (as last amended)

BG-2 — As described in Part I of Annex II to Council
Decision 79/542/EEC (1) (as last amended)

Brazil BR Whole country

BR-1 — As described in Annex I to Commission Decision
94/984/EC (2) (as last amended)

Serbia and
Montenegro

CS Whole country as described in Part I of Annex II
to Council Decision 79/542/EEC (1) (as last
amended)

Malaysia MY Whole country

MY-1 95/1 Peninsular (western) Malaysia only

(1) OJ L 146, 14.6.1976, p. 15.

(2) OJ L 378, 31.12.1994, p. 11.
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in
ed

fr
om

an
im

al
s
sl
au
gh

te
re
d
af
te
r
1
M
ar
ch

20
02

.

(3
)

F
or
m
er

Y
ug

os
la
v
R
ep
ub

lic
of

M
ac
ed
on

ia
:
pr
ov

is
io
na
l
co
de

th
at

do
es

no
t
af
fe
ct

th
e
de
fi
ni
tiv

e
de
no

m
in
at
io
n
of

th
e
co
un

tr
y
to

be
at
tr
ib
ut
ed

af
te
r
th
e
co
nc
lu
si
on

of
th
e
ne
go

tia
tio

ns
cu
rr
en
tly

ta
ki
ng

pl
ac
e
in

th
e
U
ni
te
d
N
at
io
ns
.

X
X
X
:

M
ea
t
pr
od

uc
ts

co
nt
ai
ni
ng

m
ea
t
of

th
es
e
sp
ec
ie
s
ar
e
no

t
au
th
or
is
ed
.

▼
M
12
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PA
R
T
II
I

T
h
ir
d
co
u
n
tr
ie
s
or

p
ar
ts

th
er
eo
f
fr
om

w
h
er
e
b
ilt
on

g
or

p
as
te
u
ri
ze
d
m
ea
t
p
ro
d
u
ct
s
ar
e
au

th
or
iz
ed

fo
r
im

p
or
ta
ti
on

in
to

th
e
E
u
ro
p
ea
n
C
om

m
u
n
it
y

C
od

e
IS
O

C
ou

nt
ry

of
or
ig
in

or
pa
rt
th
er
eo
f

1.
D
om

es
tic

bo
vi
ne

2.
F
ar
m
ed

cl
ov

en
-

ho
of
ed

ga
m
e
—

ex
cl
ud

in
g

sw
in
e

D
om

es
tic

ov
in
e/

ca
pr
in
e

1.
D
om

es
tic

po
rc
in
e

2.
F
ar
m
ed

cl
ov

en
-

ho
ov

ed
ga
m
e

(s
w
in
e)

D
om

es
tic

so
li
pe
d

1.
D
om

es
tic

po
ul
tr
y

2.
F
ar
m
ed

fe
at
he
re
d

ga
m
e

D
om

es
tic

ra
bb

it
an
d

fa
rm

ed
le
po

ri
da
e

W
ild

cl
ov

en
ho

of
ed

ga
m
e

(e
xc
lu
di
ng

sw
in
e)

W
ild

sw
in
e

W
ild

so
lip

ed

W
ild

le
po

ri
da
e

(r
ab
bi
ts

&
ha
re
s)

W
ild

ga
m
e

bi
rd
s

W
ild

la
nd

m
am

m
al
ia
n

ga
m
e

(e
xc
lu
di
ng

un
gu

la
te
s,

so
li
pe
ds

an
d

le
po

ri
da
e)

A
R

A
rg
en
tin

a
F

F
—

—
—

A
—

—
—

A
—

—

N
A

N
am

ib
ia

E
E

—
—

E
A

—
—

A
A

E
—

Z
A

S
ou

th
A
fr
ic
a

E
E

—
—

E
A

—
—

A
A

E
—

Z
W

Z
im

ba
bw

e
E

E
—

—
E

A
—

—
E

A
E

—

▼
B
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PART IV

Interpretation of codes used in tables in parts II and III

Non-specific treatment regime:

A = No minimum specified temperature or other treatment is established for
animal health purposes for the meat product. However, to qualify as a
‘meat product’, the meat must have undergone a treatment such that its
cut surface shows that it no longer has the characteristics of fresh meat
and the fresh meat used must also satisfy the animal health rules
applicable to the export of fresh meat to the European Community.

Specific treatment regimes — listed in descending order of severity:

B = Treatment in a hermetically sealed container to an F
o
value of three or

more.

C = A Minimum temperature of 80 °C which must be reached throughout the
meat during the processing of the meat product.

D = A Minimum temperature of 70 °C which must be reached throughout the
meat during the processing of meat products, or for raw ham, a
treatment consisting of natural fermentation and maturation of not less
than nine months and resulting in the following characteristics:
— A

w
value of not more than 0,93,

— pH value of not more than 6,0.

E = In the case of ‘biltong’-type products, a treatment to achieve:
— A

w
value of not more than 0,93,

— pH value of not more than 6,0.

F = A Heat treatment ensuring that a centre temperature of at least 65 °C is
reached for a period of time as necessary to achieve a pasteurisation
value (pv) equal to or above 40.
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