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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DIRECTIVE
of 18 December 1984

amending Directive 80/181/EEC on the approximation of the laws of the
Member States relating to units of measurement

(85/1/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, and in
particular Article 100 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission (),
Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament (3),
Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social Committee (%),

Whereas at international level the definition of the SI unit of measurement of lengfh has
been amended by the 17th General Conference on Weights and Measures (CGPM);
whereas this new definition shall be used at Community level;

Whereas in a recommendation of 22 May 1981 the World Health Organization requested
that the millimetre of mercury be retained in addition to the kilopascal as a unit for the
measurement of the pressure of blood and other body fluids ; whereas it is advisable for
the Community to adopt this solution ;

Whereas the barn is the unit universally used to measure the effective cross-sectional area
on the occasion of nuclear reactions ; whereas experience has shown that this specific unit
could not easily be replaced by an SI unit; whereas it is therefore necessary to authorize
its use in the nuclear field;

Whereas therefore Directive 80/181/EEC (*) should be amended accordingly,

() OJ No C 155, 14. 6. 1983, p. 10.
() OJ No C 242, 12. 9. 1983, p. 101.
() OJ No C 341, 19. 12. 1983, p. 1.
() O] No L 39, 15. 2. 1980, p. 40.
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HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

The Annex to Directive 80/181/EEC is hereby amended as follows :

1. in point 1.1 of Chapter I the definition of the unit of length is replaced by the
following :

‘Unit of length

A metre is the length of the path travelled in a vacuum by light during 1/299 792 458
seconds.

(Seventeenth CGPM (1983), Resolution 1).;
2. in section 4 of Chapter I:
(a) the following is added to the table

Unit
‘Quantity
Name Symbol Value
Blood pressure and pres- | Millimetre of
sure of other body fluids mercury mm Hg() | 1 mm Hg = 133,322 Pa
Effective  cross-sectional | Barn b 1 b= 10" m?
area

(b) the note is hereby replaced by the following:

‘The prefixes and their symbols listed in 1.3 may be used in conjunction with the
above units and symbols, with the exception of the millimetre of mercury and its
symbol. The multiple of 10% is, however, called a “hectare”’

3. in Chapter II:

(a) the unit of measurement for blood pressure in the table is deleted;

(b) the note is replaced by the following :

‘The prefixes and their symbols listed in 1.3 of Chapter I may be used in conjunc-
tion with the above units and symbols, with the exception of the symbol “¢”’

Article 2

Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and administrative provisions
necessary to comply with this Directive on 1 July 1985. They shall forthwith inform the
Commission thereof.

Article 3

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 18 December 1984.

For the Council

The President
J. BRUTON



