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ANNEX V

I. SURFACE WATER STATUS
1.3. Monitoring of ecological status and chemical status for surface waters
1.3.2.  Design of operational monitoring

Operational monitoring shall be undertaken in order to:

— establish the status of those bodies identified as being at risk of failing to meet their
environmental objectives, and

— assess any changes in the status of such bodies resulting from the programmes of
measures.

The programme may be amended during the period of the river basin management plan in the
light of information obtained as part of the requirements of Annex II or as part of this Annex,
in particular to allow a reduction in frequency where an impact is found not to be significant
or the relevant pressure is removed.

Selection of monitoring sites

Operational monitoring shall be carried out for all those bodies of water which on the basis of
either the impact assessment carried out in accordance with Annex II or surveillance monitoring
are identified as being at risk of failing to meet their environmental objectives under Article
4 and for those bodies of water into which priority list substances are discharged. Monitoring
points shall be selected for priority list substances as specified in the legislation laying down the
relevant environmental quality standard. In all other cases, including for priority list substances
where no specific guidance is given in such legislation, monitoring points shall be selected as
follows:
— for bodies at risk from significant point source pressures, sufficient monitoring points
within each body in order to assess the magnitude and impact of the point source.
Where a body is subject to a number of point source pressures monitoring points may
be selected to assess the magnitude and impact of these pressures as a whole,

— for bodies at risk from significant diffuse source pressures, sufficient monitoring
points within a selection of the bodies in order to assess the magnitude and impact of
the diffuse source pressures. The selection of bodies shall be made such that they are
representative of the relative risks of the occurrence of the diffuse source pressures,
and of the relative risks of the failure to achieve good surface water status,

— for bodies at risk from significant hydromorphological pressure, sufficient monitoring
points within a selection of the bodies in order to assess the magnitude and impact of
the hydromorphological pressures. The selection of bodies shall be indicative of the
overall impact of the hydromorphological pressure to which all the bodies are subject.

Selection of quality elements

In order to assess the magnitude of the pressure to which bodies of surface water are subject

Member States shall monitor for those quality elements which are indicative of the pressures to

which the body or bodies are subject. In order to assess the impact of these pressures, Member

States shall monitor as relevant:

— parameters indicative of the biological quality element, or elements, most sensitive to
the pressures to which the water bodies are subject,

— all priority substances discharged, and other pollutants discharged in significant
quantities,

— parameters indicative of the hydromorphological quality element most sensitive to the
pressure identified.



